TRE ATE TTY RER TRE AER 
Hanuman Sr SSRN Sere 


pr + ; | 

ERA DEEE è , EE) 

HOOTERS + pit Sets Hal 5 RENE PRUE EN RIDE ETM ee MIROIR TODENENENANNENNE UE 
i 


eR ay trate : Th) 4 HE 4 iat y } HS Ÿ RARES 
DIE EDINA TOD: ast Hi le HUE DOUANES EEE RENE UN à oe 
HE 


RE EEE 
K Shain ny) > à Ae 
ra : sah 
A | 

à 


is 


ù i 
Keanna! Ib eave aE RARE RUE EE à 
AR UR ÿ PRAIRIE aii lahestars \ PIR LA READ FOR EE 
\ A È } Hi : he (tel 
ARE de SPE 
HO DIRMS RI Sry DUR i 
35 th ath 


bEeoine 
AUS } EUR HERE Ha) 
» aot 


ees 


ute 
AN 
ate aa aye 
RE 
(NAN 
HAN 


NRA LRU 
St \ SRE 
DD ARENA ES 

Qt SPT APPS ANNIDEENNNIERRES 

APN SR NME REINE 
Mase hctatend ee Sas etal 
sheath? WHOL SUSU Seta 

ENS ANARRER RENE tthe de 

sts! 3 a 

RME, ROCCO athtati tS iterate al REA 

iN, Sih Hh eset: 

ROOMS N ERA RE RNA EU QUE 
ROC EE SR EIRE HN eh NE NEA TEEN 
OAI DEN? a}, ot f Qt OR ECS babe RCE) Re Ni 
HD RIOD N EE Ù UNCUT MRE NOLEN EDEN NN ER US 
sh its RYN DOSEN MESSED. DENS NBI HER EN ENTER se 


} 
(3 


( < » DONC 
HUE : i SSNAN TEEN HRNRNRQUES) 
Shabbat IS i : RE NRA EN EUR CURE SD SR DENON 
(HE ( HU SRE PIR OSMIOU Nee ke 
ht ve RSR) RIRRIQE RENE hres ears hea HET) oH 
CLUS RER MORPHS SANE MARS NI SREN EE Se LOT 
RED ROEM ACN SEED: 4, BEN CCE ERERE SE TEEN NE NN] 
(UN eG SRE HAE 
UN 


AN 


MR A NE RARE ORIEN) 
RECRUE ? b Ho qe ma RO EN TE ESS CNRS 
AE 5 vi} Wey x OC FNAC TEE 
RERO 

HA 
RUN 
AU 

Sats 

hs, 


Rx 
ty 
yh 


RE 2 
HAINE 
MTS AUS 
RME 
NUE 
Ro 
RAIN 
RENE 
NE 
FREIN EIRE 
stotatioarytaretiteatar ity: 
et HE 
ER EE ORNE 
RE OC NRA REA LE 
RO ARNO NRA ENS i 
HH NE taticiet 
rs) HU HG 
RHE HAN 
MORE RE EE PEER Men SHEERS aL 
peaterncatne fi y É fl RON NT ENT À 
DRE TR NAT ER TA SALE ER RRQ 
(HAMAR PIE ae Aa PSTD Dba Dna nnetabstacaPaPothce CaS apbeANbSaE NN EST Enns 
à NW (Ye (HS RER NOR ONER) HORS 


i RUE 
RON EEE RER QE 
A AE ATEN NE 
DOS 00 AS QU AREAS 
RAGE ) à SE ASH TPEER Ne NE GAS EIRE EE 
RU UN | SR TERR SPR Sa teh So RUSE MH HRS, GRR 
HAN Py ‘ UNAS À RNA TEA ES NOR CURE RUE SNS RNA 
JOEL eae OU h UNE RES ES AH ADN AO OEM RON ENT POUND ER NICE 
DDR AU ENS NE SENS OR a RH an PRON RUS SR ESI ISLAMI nr 
UN à ' RENE RDS ANIME OTA IRC 
RON CRIE (ui at ‘ ) SONNERIE RIDAUNO INR 
yey ) i ) , À BG EE i DONNE NOR LOUE 
‘ i RENE HARAS ait SKIDS SS SRDS Pat ete 


(HAMA 
srebadaberaarerensce 
ANNE ACCUS 

NORRIS ANR UN NE RNER nt i Atta eh 
>Sent y sth OO) Wy ER EE ROME Ron 
SRM NN Dy SRE! 
OCR PPS aot RUMEUR RU Qu 4 NIGER RACE CAEN ; Py 
Ute 144) EMU ee) et ue) N! ‘ NE ie 

(HAINE COCA , ; MP Q 

AAA UC hope i + Hesisetes jo) f 
dyer COUR adarernraratarerarytalody rely itarehans ib iets Oy i 
DUREE NUE F À > Ÿ Sete arnt? 
ARO HA DH Psrrsrursraree re: RAS RENE ? À ( Ra 
USA CARRE ee i) Pirate 3h, SPORE RDS neat TA SEUT hs sui) 
Sets) RENAN COUCOU (AUCUNE Hs Oh, È ty (il i DAC 

vistraryty & | Ÿ ; at ae à 
x TE 
HU 
Parry rary 
O0 UC 
OL À 


RTE 


Sy? b AARAC 
DORE) AR HO 
SR RUN } 
OMAN Ds SSN Hie in tinn 
EI ‘ A RN NE 
a SEWTREDT NTRP AT ey 
LOU ; ue ‘ AN i 
AE OO ENE PPA HU HAURNONEUNNE 
RUN Re hieencncanreaToantiarts ites ne 
ANRT RM PRE NE * 
OUEN Res 
Cesare eee) Pa dgraty 
en ao et 
SDS Ui 
( CON 3 ( ( HN HOG 
OUR , RQ RON at nt 


et? > ) ( 4 » 
pin le D ROSE CEE ON 


CHA 


DOUCE Ps? Haat Ps) 
Poe Smee yy 4 EMA 
DR CHAS hy 
NUE DOM Mee Hd ee 
ROUEN 
AU Ê BOOM a ater ye Len 
Pi 
NH Drapery areata shy: RU 
HAMARIOU RONNIE NE à 
RNA ARR CE RC TRS 
UN HARAS 
CE AEH ety 
; Pr shy 
UNE 
SOU 
HO 
HDD RDP Op 
VEE II, 
MORAN EH 
AOC 


Hs 


i. 
4! MC 
AU 


hs) ou 
AE > 
DEN 
RQ 
DR 


Qu 
++ 


ys, 

(SNS Wray: 
OUT 

RONA + i 

ONE cd ed CU TESEDN SE ESTE NES icky y ; à ESE ue AA NE 

AQU, "| Pehl) PRON HAE RARES MR 

4 OU 


} 

OO 

A MOOUU 
> yy 


ms ste 

(AAA AA RO 
re dr CNE 

AA cn tear eaten 














John Carter Brown. 





























* mn: 
1 ‘ 
| 
| 
(| 
| 1 
1 
| { 
| 

. 111 












































TIC PAPER 


¥ 


| EXPEDITION acanst rus CHARIBBS, 





RAGE GP Law hs” 











ae TS Où SN De Oe) NG ; 
Printed: for J. Atmon, oppofite Burlington Houfe, in Piccadilly. 





os 3 ee eee 


M DCC LXXIIl. 
[Price Two Shillings and Sixpence.] 




















va 








à 








| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

l 

| 

EME 

| 

: | 

| 

| 

if 

- | 
L 














Ce MON IP Ty UN UE 2S) 














EMORIAL of Sir William Young La 52 page 5 
Inftructions from the Lords of the Treafary to the Com- 
miffioners for the Sale of Lands in the Ceded Iflands 12 
Letter from Lord Shelburne to Governor Melville — 17 
_— from Governor Fitzmaurice to Lord Hil Mborough — 18 
—— from Sir W. Young to H. Alexander, Efq; ——_~ 20 
= from Mr. Alexander to Governor Fitzmaurice — 22 
Memorial of Richard Maitland, Efq; a 25 
Addrefs of the Council, &c. of St. Vincent’s to the King 27 
, Letter from Lord Hillfborough to Governor Fitzmaurice 28 
——— from Governor Fitzmaurice to Lord Hillfborough 29 
Proclamation by Governor Fitzmaurice = 35 
Report of the Commiffioners for the Sale of Lands on 37 
Report of Mr. Maitland and others — 4t 
Letter from the French Governor of St. Lucie —— 47 
——— from Governor Leyborne to Lord Hillfborough — 48 
_ Addrefs, &c. from the Council of St. Vincent’s to the King 49 
Letter from Governor Melville to Lord Hillfborough — 53 
from Lord Hillfborough to Governor Melville —— 55 








from Governor Fitzmaurice to Lord Hillfborough — 56 
Re from the Commiffioners for the Sale of Lands — 57 
Reprefentation of the Board of Trade to the King oe 61 
Memorial of the Proprietors of Lands in St. Vincent’ s — 62 









































Depofition of John Quinland os 65 
Orders for the Mafters of the Armed Veffels — 67 
Letter from Governor Fitzmaurice to Lord Hilfborough — 68 
Letter from Lord Hillfborough to the Lords of the AldiHiraley 69 
—— —— to Lord Barrington = 70 

—_— — —— —— to Governor Le borne — 7I 
Sn tee SR Gaze — 75 
ee to Governor Levbdrne 76 
—— from Governor Leyborne to Lord Hillfborough — ib, 
—— from Mr. Gordon to Governor Leyborne —— 78 
—— from Lord Barrington to Governor Leyborne — 79 
a ——-——-— to Colonel Dalrymple — 80 
——— —————— to Lord Rochford —— 81 
Two Letters from Mr, Chamier ~~ cos 82 and 83 

fe og AUTHEN- 













































= ris . 
* 
il P 
| 
} 
. : ‘ 
‘ q 3 1 : : = 
( | : ; ; ; 
% i sa 
, - Sy 
” : : “ 
> , 1 : ; 
| 
È =. + 
(a Le - | 
Pi à = 
Py : 
D : 
- 
: . 
_ 
was . 
Sag 
aH: 
he 
A ‘ 
D t 
? 7 { 
| 
| 
0 
| 
À 
mise + SS ee int 





























re] 
AUTHENTIC PAPERS 


Memorial of Witttam Youne, Efq; firfi Commifioner for the Sale of 
im | Lands in the ceded Ilands, to the Lords of the Treafury; dated 11th 
April, 176%. ' 


Right Honourable Lords, 


N the twentieth inftru@ion, the Commiffioners for the fale and dif. 
" pofal of lands, are direéted always to take care that no furvey of 
| _ that part of St. Vincent, which is inhabited or claimed by Charibbs, 
: ee be begun before they fhall have received frefh infiruétions for that pur- 
; - pole, and always to notify to the Governor General of the Grenades 
and Neutral Iflands, or Commander in Chief for the time being, what 
parts of any of the faid iflands they intend to have furveyed, that he 
may aflift and proteét the perfons employed in fuch fervice. 

This inftruétion was given in the year 1 764, in order to avoid any 
difturbances that might arrive in St. Vincent from the native Charibbs, 
whofe numbers, difpofitions, and fettlements were not at that time 
fufficiently known. 

The Commiffioners in the courfe of their duty having fince difcover- 
ed, that the windward fide of the ifland through which:the Charibbs 
are difperfed, is by much the moft extenfive and fineft part of it; 
and that very fmall and detached {pots only are here and there cleared 
and fettled by them, whilft large traéts through which they are feat- 
tered, remained in wood, ufelefs and unoccupied, were defirous that 
thofe lands might be furveyed and difpofed of in a manner beneficial to 
his Majefty and the colony. They were the more earneft to get this 
-accomplifhed, becaufe they apprehend the prefent fituation of thefe wild 
and lawlefs favages was dangerous to his Majefty’s fubjets already 
fettled in their neighbourhood, and a great impediment to the future po- 
pulation and culture of an ifland, which they conceived the beft of any 
ceded tothe crown by the late peace; for thefe reafons, they communi- a 
cated their fentiments to the Lords Commiffioners of his M ajefty’s Trea- De 
fury, and prayed to be inftructed how to proceed, i 

As it feems by no means confiftent with his Majefty’s clemency, 
nor indeed the common rights of mankind, that thofe native Charibbs 
fhould be extirpated, it remains to be confidered, how they may beft 
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be difpofed of, without endangering the peace of the colony, and in a 
manner productive of thcir own happinefs, as well as the future im- 
provement of the country. In order that your Lordfhips may receive 
fach information as may be ufeful on this occafion, it will not perhaps 
be unneceffary to give a more particular account of the Charibbs, and 
the ifland of St. Vincent. 

According to the beft obfervations I have been able to make concern- 
ing the Charibbs, their numbers confift of about 2000, including wo- 
men and children; fome few of them are of a yellow complexion, de- 
fcended from the original natives, the reft are the defcendants of a 
cargoe of negroes who were brought from Africa. and deftined for fale 
at Barbadoes about a century ago; but the fhip mifling that ifland, was 
wrecked on the coaft of St. Vincent, and the negroes gaining the fhore, 
recovered their former freedom. The yellow Charibbs, who were the 
original inhabitants, are of an innocent and timid nature, and have 
been almoft extirpated by thofe blacks; thofe who remain, mix but 
little with them, and are very apprehenfive of danger from their neigh- 
bourhood : the black Charibbs are eafily diftinguifhed from any other 
rps? by a cuftom they have of flattening the foreheads of their 
infants, in order that their race may be kept diftin®t. They are (ex- 
cepting fome few who have been conneéted with the French) an idle, 
ignorant, and favage people, fubject to no law or difcipline, and 
{carcely acknowledging fubordination to any chief: they {peak a jar- 
gon of their own, which added to an extreme zealoufly of their liber- 
ty, a diftruft of thofe they converfe with, and a little affecting cun- 
ning, make it very difficult to difcourfe or reafon with them concern- 
ing their fituation, and the arrangements neceflary to be taken with 
refpeét to them. They go for the moft part naked. All the men 
carry cutlafles, and many of them have fowling pieces, which they 
ufually keep bright, and in good order. They live with their families in 
thatched hutts, difperfed through the woods, and are fo little given to 
induftry, that though the foil of St. Vincent is perhaps the moft fertile 
of any known, they cultivate only little {pots fcattered up and down, 
barely fufficient to raife fuch provifions as, added to what fifh they catch 
and game they kill, are neceflary to keep them alive.—Upon their firft 
arrival in the ifland, they fettled themfelves on the weftern fide of it, 
which although the worft and moft mountainous part, they preferred 
on account, no doubt, of the tranquility of the fea, and the fafety with 


which canoes and other fmall boats may fifh and approach a leeward 


fhore ; for the trade wind, almoft always blowing eafterly in this region 
of 
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of the globe, occafions a rough furge, and often renders the windward 
coafts of thefe iflands dangerous and difficult of accefs. | 

The fame inducements afterwards prevailed on fome of the French Ki 
from the neighbouring iflands to infinuate themfelves among them ; the 
foil was found fuperlatively excellent, and others were continually at- Ÿ 
tracted by the fuccefs of their countrymen, who had gone before them, re 
in fo much, that when this ifland was taken by his Majefty’s arms in a 
the laft war, the leeward part of it was found to be extremely well 
fettled by four or five thoufand French inhabitants from Mar“ nico, 
It muft be obferved, that thefe fettlers were at firft admitted by the con- 
fent of the Charibbs, from whom they obtained grants in lieu of brandy 
and other {mall prefents ; but having once got a footing, they gradual- 
ly elbowed them out from the leeward part of the country, which is at 
prefent inhabited by the remaining French, now. become Britith fub- 
jects, and many of his Majefty’s natural born fubjeéts, who have be- 
come purchafers and fettlers therein. 

The importance and value of thefe-poffeffions may. be beft known 
by an infpeétion of the fales fent home by the Commiffioners, which - 
when compared with thofe of Dominica, will be found to exceed them 
in more than the proportion of three to one; although. the leafes grant: 
ed on the part of the crown are nearly equal in both iflands. 

The Commiffioners have already by fales and leafes, ec. (conform- 
able to the King’s inftruétions) difpofed of this fide of the country ; but 
at is fo extremely rugged and. broken, that the number of acres of 
cultivable land contained init, is much lef than: might otherwife be ex- 
pected ; for the internal part of the ifland is formed by a body of rude and. 
impaflable mountains, which diverging in chains as it were run down 
the weftern coaft,. and: divide the land into a number of little fruitful 
valleys, each watered with a rapid fiream, and feparated from the other 
by large and fteep hills: the; valleys are now planting with -canes, 
and will foon become valuable fugar plantations: the intervening hills. 
are only proper for coffee, cocoa, and provifions. 

The eaftern, or windward part of the ifland, through which the 
Charibbs are at prefent irregularly {catered in the manner that has been. 
before obferved ; and which the Commiffioners have prayed inftruc- 
tions) to-furvey and difpofe of, remains almoft intirely unoccupied and 
im- wood, but it is by far, more extenfive, more level; and a finer coun- 
try than the-part already difpofed of; and as the foil is perhaps the beft 
in the world, and it is admirably fupplied with rivers, it would pro-. 
bably foon become a more valuable lugar colony than any poffefled by 
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the crown, unlefs Jamaica, which muft be excépted only on account 
of its very fuperior extent. It feems the more neceflary that means 
fhould be ufed for its fpeedy fettlement, as St. Vincent (which is a 
fmall ifland of about twenty-two miles ‘in length, and about fourteen 
or fixteen miles broad; is fituatedyonly eight leagues due fouth of St, 
Lucia, and as the leeward fide de: it is too much contraéted by the 
mountains to admit of a fufficient number of fettlements and inhabitants 
to protect it againft that srowing French colony. 

Pesaps it may not be amifs to remark, that the French King, till 
the late ceflion of this ifland to the crown of Great Britain, always af- 
feed to acknowledge it as the property of the Charibbs, and the latter 
have accordingly imagined they had the beft right to it ; however, when 
they perceived the Englifh repairing thither at the conclufion of the 
peace, many of them were defirous of removing to St. Lucia, but they 
were refufed admittance by the French Governor. 

They do not at this time appear to know what to think of their pre- 
{ent fituation, what will be acknowledged theirs, or indeed what to 
claim ; only as they have heard that the Commiflioners were ordered by 
the King not to difpofe or furvey any of the lands inhabited or claimed 
by them till further orders, and as the utmoft good faith has been pre- 
ferved refpecting them, they feem inclined to require more than they 
can poffibly find ufeful, or indeed than they would otherwife have 
prefumed to do. As matters now are, they certainly appear fit objects 
of his Majefty’s clemency, and perhaps it were a curious {peculation 
how beft to difpofe of them confiftent with their own happinefs, the 
peace and fafety of the prefent Britifh fubjeéts, fettled in the ifland 
along with them, and the future population and culture of the colony. 

If I may be allowed to fpeak my opinion, the fooner fomething is 
determined on this head, the better ; and as the ifland has been ceded in 
full right to his Majefty, and it is not to be fuppofed that fo {mall a 
fpot is, or can be conjointly held between the King of Great-Britain 
and its native favages, I beg leave to fubmit to your Lordihips con- 
fideration the following propofitions : | 

Firft, That inftruétions be forthwith fent out to the Governor Ge- 
neral of the Grenades, or in his abfence, to the commander in chief for 
the time being, and to the Lieutenant Governor of St. Vincent, and 
alfo to his Majefty’s Commiffioners for the fale and’ difpofal of lands to 
the following effet; that means be contrived, that it may be known as 
{peedily and generally as poffible among the Charibbs, that the King is 
gracioufly pleafed to confider them as his loving: fubjeéts, and will pro- 
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te&t them in their freedom while they continue to demean themfelves 
- faithfully and peaceably, fubmitting themfelves to be governed by the 
laws of Great-Britain, or fuch laws as may hereafter-be in force th the 
country, refpecting free negroes or otherwife. — Gat 

‘And that moreover, hig Majefty has commanded his Cominiffioners 
to furvey and difpofe of, with all convenient fpeed, all the lands fitua. 
ted and lying between the tiver Rebechi, ‘windward to Grandefable, 
and fo round to Chateau Bellair. But that they are alfo dire@ed to al- 
fot fuch lands as they fhall judge convenient and fufficient to be allot- 
ted for the ufe, and as the property of the Charibbs, free mulattoes, and 
negroes now refiding in St, Vincent, having regard always, in makin 
thefe arrangements, to the future culture, population, and fecurity of the 
ifland, as well as the comfort and fatisfaction of the Charibbs themfelves, 
who are expected to aid and affift the Commiffioners and Surveyors in 
the performance of this neceflary work; but will incur the King’s 
heavy difpleafure and fevere chaftifement, if they attempt to oppofe 
them, in the execution of his commands, fo effential to their own hap- 
Pinefs, and to that of his faithful fubje@s in the fame ifland: for which 
purpofes the neceflary orders are given to thé Governors and Com. 
manders of his Majefty’s fleets and armies in that part of the world, fhould 
they prove difobedient or tefra€tory, contrary to his juft expeation 
and the favorable accounts he has hitherto received concerning them, 
from his Governors and Commiffioners, 

The Governor fhould alfo be infiruêted, that if it be found necef. 
fary, he is to aff and protect the Surveyors, and others employed in 
the fervice. dunes | : 

Secondly, At the fame time that inftruétions, to the efea juft men- 
tioned, are fent out to the Governors, &c. inftru@ions to the follow- 
ing purport might be difpatched to the Commiffioners, 

 Forthwith to furvey and difpofe of, th a manner conformable to 
their former inftructions, all the cultivable lands, Gtuated between the 
river Rebechi, windward, to Grandefable and {0 round Chateau Bel. 
lair, and to cauf the feveral allotments to be laid out and difpofed of, 
in the quickeft and leaft expenfive method that can be contrived, con- 
iftent with the fpirit of their infiru@ions. | 

To allot fach lands as they fhall judge convenient and fufficient to 
be allotted for the ufe, and-as the property of the Charibbs, free mulat- 
/ toes, and free negroes, now refiding in St, “Vincent, having regardal- 
ways in making thefe “rangements to the future culture, population’ 
and fecurity of the ifland, as well as the comfort and fatisfaétion of th 
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Charibbs themfelves, whom his Majefty 1s pleafed to confider as his 
adopted fubjeëts, and are to be provided for with the utmoft humanity, 
and protected as long as they continue to demean themfelves faithfully 
and peaceably. | 

In the courfe of this duty whenever it 15° judged neceflary,; for his 
Majefty’s fervice, oF the fafety and importance of the colony that the 
Charibbs fhall be removed from their prefent huts and cleared grounds 
to fome other part of the country, good, proper: and fufficient wood- 
lands fhall be allotted them in lieu thereof, and the Charibbs fhall be per- 
mitted to continue to refide on ‘their prefent cleared lands, until they 
{hall have gathered all their provifions, built huts, and cleared and planted 
their other lands, allotted in lieu thereof ; for which purpofe five years 
{hall be allowed them from the date of thefe ‘nftructions, unlefs they 
are contented to remove themfelves fooner. | 

That in fuch cafes their former cleared lands are to be comprized in, 
and fold with the plantation allotment of woodlands furrounding them, 
as contiguous as may happen to be moft convenient, and on the removal 
of the Charibbs are to become the property of the perfon pofiefied of 
fuch furrounding, or contiguous plantation and not before. . 

That in confideration of thefe arrangements made, and the future. 
removal of the Charibbs, they fhall be paid for thefe cleared lands, fo 
comprized and fold as before, at the rate of four Johannes, or 1 gl. 4s- 
currency per acre, according to furvey, oF the faireft computation that 
can be made, if fuch furvey cannot expeditioufly enough be executed. 

That this money fhall be paid them by the Receiver In two payments, 
the firft whenever the cleared lands fhall be fold, the fecond at the ex- 
piration of five years from the date hereof; or {ooner if he fhall receive 


ii the certificate from the purchafer, that the Charibbs are actually and 
of voluntarily removed. | 
og That thefe cleared lands fhall be put up at auction, at 2 price mot 
ig Jefs than rol. fterling per acre, and that the money to be paid by the 
og purchafer for thefe cleared lands, according to the price they may happen 
| to fell for at auction, fhall be paid to the Receiver; one half down, the 
other half at the expiration of five years, OF when he fhall receive 2 
certificate that the Charibbs are adtualy removed. But the wood- 

lands are to be patd for according to the ufual inftallments. 
That the woodlands to be allotted to the Charibbs fhall pay no quit- 
rent, and that they hall not be alienable to any white perfon, but 


pofleffed by themfelves and fucceflors in the manner they fhall think 
fit 
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fit to agree, provided always that they continue to demean themfelves 
peaceably and like good fubjedts. . 

And laftly, that the Cormmiffioners fhall give a certificate to the Cha- 
ribbs, of the fituation and quantity of land allotted them, which may 
be by furvey, or to fave time and expence, by fair computation; and that 
thefe lands fo allotted them, fhall be held by the Charibbs in families, 
or fuch manner as fhall appear moft to their fatisfaétion, and according, 
to their cuftoms. 

That a lift of thefe Charibbs, and their families, and of the lands 
they hold by certificate, fhall be tranfmitted by the Commiffioners to 


the Governor in chief and Lieutenant Governor of St. Vincent, who. 


fhall receive their declarations of fidelity to the King, as they happen: 
to come in, and affix the great feal, if thought neceflary, to the Com- 
miffioners certificate of the landsthey hold, but that no fee whatfoever 
fhall be taken by the Commiffioners, or Governor, or any perfon,. 
from the Charibbs for any thing they do in confequence of thefe in 
ftruétions. 

Having delivered my fentiments.on. this. occafion in obedience to your. 
Lordfhips commands, i conclude, and have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed; ). 
London, April 1, 1767. ne | 


WiiriaM Vouxc, 


Commuflioner and Receivers. 


x 
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Infiruflions from the Lords of the Treafury, to the Commiffioners for the Sale 
of Lands in the ceded Manas. À 

HEREAS his Majefty was pleafed, by his inftruétions bearing 

date the 24th of March, 1764, to direct you to take care that 

no furvey of that part of the ifland of St. Vincent, which 1s inhabited 
or claimed by Charibbs, fhould be begun before you fhould have received 
frefh inftruétions for the purpofe. And his Majefty was pleafed at the 
{ame time to command you, to apply to the Lord High Treafurer, or 


Commiffioners of the Treafury, for the time being, for further inftruc- 


tions, orders, and directions, as you {hould, from time to time, fee caufe 
and occafion for fo doing. And whereas a memorial has been laid be- 


fore us, by William Young, Efq; Comiffioner and Receiver, reprefent- 


ing on your part as well as his own, that in the courfe of the execution 
of your commiffion in the ifland of St. Vincent, you had procured and 
obtained more perfect information and knowledge of the fituation and 
fettlements of the Charibbs, and of the extent, foil, prefent condition, 
and improveable value of the quarter of the iflands, which they occupy 
and inhabit, and of their numbers, difpofition, habits, and manner of 
living, than could be had at the time when his Majefty’s inftruc- 
tions were given to you, for the regulation of your conduét in this re- 
fpe&t; and the memorial ftates, that it appears to you from the difcoveries 
you have made, and the accounts you have received, that the number of 
thefavages, who pafsunder the general denomination of Charibbs, do not 


exceed 2000 perfons, including women and children. "Thatthe natives 


and original inhabitants of the ifland, conftitute but an inconfiderable 
part of this computation, having been much reduced andalmoft extripated, 
by arace of free Negroes, from whom, though they live intermixed, the 
native Charibbsare cafily diflinguifhable, both as being of a differentcoun- 
tenance and complection, and of a nature and charaéter much lefs fierce 
and intra¢table. That thefe two tribes of favages inhabit the eaftern 
or windward part of the ifland, living in huts, irregularly fcattered and 
d'fperfed in the woods, and for the moft part without law, difcipline or 
fubordination. That except fome ffots and patches of cleared lands, 
on which they raife a {mall quantity of provifions, (which added to 
the fith they take are neceflary for their fubfiftance,) the whole tract 
through which they are thus difperfed lies covered with wood, unculti- 
vated and unoccupied, without benefit to the colony, or ufe to the nomi- 
nal owners, though it is reprefented to be, in richnefs of foil, fupply of 

rivers, 
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rivers, and fitnefs:for the growthoand manufactory: offugar, more valu 
_ able than any of the lands already fold by virtue of your commiffion, 
‘And thememorial further reprefents, that it is your carneft defire and re- 
<ommendation, that you may receive from us infiructions and power to 
furvey, allot and: difpofe of the faid lands in the windward part of the 
land, purfuant to the tenor of your former inftruétions; and in cafe’ 
the neceflity of the fervice fhall require it, to remove the Charibbs to 
fome other quarter of the ifland, which may be found as comfortable for 
their habitation, and as convenient for their fupport, as that which they 
now poflefs. And it is fuggefted | in the faid’ memorial, that under, the 
“precautions therein propofed, without refpeëtto the notice ‘tobe given, the 
terms to be offered, and the time to be allowed them, it is your opinion 
‘that this removal may be brought about without endangering the peace 
‘of the ifland, and without ie eet of ufing any a& of force: or 
Rin qu 
- Now we belt ine fully ality matuiely ean fiderad: thedfaid étant REA 
jé the propofitions which it contains, think fit to apprové of, the plan 
for furveying and felling the lands, on the windward fide of the ifland 
“of St. Vincent, now poflefled and inhabited by the Charibbs,.and .we 
dire you'to obferve'the following ae Ur in; the execution 
-of this very: important fervices iol! r blot be 
‘ft, Vou fhall forthwith furvey;! and get Pa ie ina manner con- 
formable to your former inftruétions, allthe cultivable, lands, fituated 
“between the River Rebechi, nay inidwraicid to: Grand Sable, and. fo round 
to Chateau Bellur: ‘anid caufe the feveral allotments to! be,laid out and 
‘difpoted of, ithe moA expeditious and leaft expenfive: method that can 
‘becontrived; ET ahh ‘with the rules and fpirit of your, general in- 
“frutions. | | ie 
“ad, You fhall take no: ftep. Howats a demos te the GHeribbss .be- 
“foré ‘notice of the Whole arrangement! and defign-fhallhave been given 
-to the prinéipal perfons amonett then in fuchianhanned and, by fagh 
mediation, as you {hall judge moft proper, and until ne may be made 
to! ‘comprehend” and uhdérfland: thecterms ahd cdnditidns. under which 
“it is’ propoféd; and after thefe precautions, avhew y.ou_thall.come.to. the 
execution of the arrangement, let efpecial care be taken that every motion 
be condued with! the entledt band, ‘añdin the anildef mannaf. d: 
TE <frsivig ‘en! rte quarter! of. theifland, ideftinedy for thé, hew 
tient let/every proper “indulgence bedhewnoto them, .and;let.the 
‘lands allotted: tothem in ‘exchange, ‘betcohvenient: ot etheir habitation, 
ep D fufficient 
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ÿ fufficient for their fupport, and in point of fituation adapted to their 
1 hanner of living. 
4th, You fhall give certificates. to fome of the principal perfons 
amoneft them, of the fituation and quantity of land allotted to them, 
which may be made by furvey, or to fave expence and time, by fair 
computation, 
sth, Let the abfolute property of the lands fo allotted, be affured to | 
them and their children, in fuch manner as fhall be found moit to their | 
frtisfa@tion, and moft agreeable to their cuftoms. 
6th, Until they fhall have )gathered in all the provifions, fown 
on the cleared lands they now occupy, and fhall have cleared and 
planted other lands in the country allotted to them, and built con- 
venient huts for their reception, you fhall permit them to remain 
“without moleftation in their prefent fituation ; and let five years 
from the date hereof, be allowed them for thefe purpofes, unlefs 
they fhall voluntarily, of their free will, remove thémfelves and 
their families fooner. ‘A 
7th, Under ach terms and conditions'in the performance of all which, 
we order and enjoin you to obferve the ftriéteft good faith with the Cha- 
ribbs) let the cleared lands which they, now occupy, be comprifed in, 
and fold with the plantation and allotment of woodland which fur- 
rounds, or lies contiguous to them, as may happen to be moft conve- 
nient; and on the tinal and compleat removal of the Charibbs, let 
fuch cleared lands become the abfolute property of the refpeftive pur- 
-chafers of fuch furrounding or contiguous allotments. | 
8th, You fhall put up fuch cleared lands at a price not lefs than ten 
pounds fterling per acre, and let it be declared as one of the conditions 
of fale, that the purchafe-money of fuch cleared lands, fhall be 
paid to the Receiver in two payments, one half thereof at the time 
of fuch fale, and the other half at the expiration of five years, or 
when a certificate fhall be received that the Charibbs are actually re- 
moved. 
The woodlands fhall be put up to auction, and fold and paid for in 
“the manner, and by the inftallments, direéted in your former inftruc- 
tions. 
of gth, Ia confideration of their confent and fubmiffion to the removal, 
ie ‘you fhall pay, or caufe to be paid, to the feveral Charibbs, owners of 
fuch lands, or to the perfons having authority to receive the fame, for 
the cleared lands fo comprifed and fold, the clear fum of four Johannes, 


OF 
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or { 13. 45. currency, for each acre, according to the aéual furvey, 
or thefairefi computation that can be made, and at that rate and propor- 
ion for any quantity of cleared land, lefs than one acre. is 
10tb, This money fhall be paid to the Charibbs by the Receiver in 
two equal payments, the firft whenever the cleared lands fhall be 
fold ; the fecond at the expiration of five years from the date hereof, 
or fooner, if a certificate fhall be received from the planter, that the 
_ Charibbs are voluntarily and a€tually removed. oni ot ho: 
rith, If at the end of the time allowed them for their removal, the 
Charibbs fhall not have prepared huts in the manner before-mentioned, 
you fhall apply to the Deputy Governor, or Commander in Chief of 
the faid ifland, that he may give orders for erecting the fame by the 
planters, who fhall have purchafed the cleared lands, which the Cha- 
ribbs now occupy, or by any other proper perfons, deduéting any rea- 
fonable experice on that account, out of the lat payment to be made 
to the Charibbs, for whofe ufe the faid huts fhall be ereéted. 
_ _ t2th, No guit-rent fhall be referved for the lands allotted to the 
Charibbs, but let the abfolute right and property thereof, be affured to 
them and their defcendants in fuch manner as they fhall defire, accor- 
ding to their ufages and cuftoms; and let it be declared to them, that 
they and their children are to hold and enjoy fuch lands limited by no 
_ reftriction, except that of not being allowed to alienate any part of them 
. to any white perfoñ, and fubjeét to no other condition, except that of 
behaving themfelves quietly and peaceably like good and faithful fub- 
_jeais to his Majefty. 
"13th, If in the courfe of the arrangement it fhall appear to you, 
that the remains of the native Charibbs defire for their fecurity to be 
_ feparated and fettled apart from the free negroes ; and if you fhall in 
your difcretion judge, that fuch feparation can be made and maintained 
_ without hazard to the peace or inconvenience to the property of the 
colony, you fhall comply with fuch their defire. 
14th, You fhall tranfinit accounts of the numbers of the Charibbs 
and their families, and of the lands which they refpectively hold by cer- 
tificate to the Governor General, and to the Commander in Chief of the 
ifland of St. Vincent, for the time being, in order that their declara- 
tions of fidelity to the King may be received, as they fhall from time 
to time come in for that purpofe ; and that the {eal of the ifland may be 
affixed to fuch certificates, if it thall be thought neceffary, 
roth 
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-» rsth, Nofee whatfoever fhall be taken’ by you, or by*any perfon 
employed in this fervice, from the Charibbs, for any thing: which -fhall 
be done in confequence of thefe inftruétions. | © 

~ We declate that thefe inftruétions, and every part of them, fhalk ex- 
ténd'to all free negroes, and free mulattoes, inhabitants of the faid ifland 
of St. Vincent, and that they fhall be entitled to the fame advantages 
and indulgencies in every refpect, as are hereby -intended to be granted 
and fecured to the Charibbs. | F3 
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Letter 
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Letter. from the Earl of Suersvrxe t6 Governor MEL vILLE, dated 
* AF One 18¢h January, à 768. À 


SIR, 

; | | Whitehall, January 18, 1768. 
(PRE Lords Commiffioners of his Majefty’s Treafury having given 
™ inftructions to the Commiffioners for the fale of lands in the 
ceded iflands, for the fale of that part of St. Vincent’s which is inha- 
bited by the Charibbs, fituate between the river Rebechi, windward to 
Grand Sable, and fo round to Chateau Bellair : I am to fignify to you 
his Majefty’s commands, that you give every fupport and affiftance in 
your power to the faid Commiffioners in the execution of their inc 
firudtions. 


Tam, &c: 


SHELBURNE. 


i 


21e) Ne NN 


a 






































18 AUTHENTIC PAPERS. 


‘Letter from Lieutenant Governor FiTzMAURICE fo the Earl of 


HILLSBOROUGH. 


My Lord, 
Grenada, May 11, 1769. 
PRE the earlieft opportunity of communicating to your Lordfhip 
the accounts I have received of the difturbance occafioned by the 
Indians which have lately happened in the ifland of St. Vincent, as con- 


tained in two letters from thence, of which I have the honour to tranf- 
mit copies to your Lordfhip. 


I have immediately fent exprefs to St. Vincent, to acquaint the 
Prefideat commanding in that colony, that I am ready to fend from the 
other iflands of this government, whatever reinforcements of men or 
fupply of ammunition which can be afforded, and may be thought 
neceflary for the fafety and tranquility of the inhabitants. 

I have alfo written to the board of Commiffioners for the difpofal of 
lands which happens now to be held here, that they may depend on 
every affiftance they can defire which is in my power to give. 

Andas my prefence in St. Vincent may contribute in fome degree to 
diffipate the alarms which feem to be fpread throughout that colony ; 
and may the better enable me to give fuch directions as circumftances 
may require, I propofe failing from hence as foon as fome neceflary bu- 
finef here will permit, which will be in a few days. 

I think it my duty to acquaint your Lordfhip, that I have been this day 
aflured, upon authority to which I may venture to give fome credit, that 
thofe Indians or Charibbs declared their intentions not long fince of fend- 
ing a deputation to the F rench Governor of Martinique, to whom they 
were formerly taught, by the French miffionaries, fent amongft them to 
pay the moft implicit obedience, to know his advice in relation to the 
meafures they fhould purfue concerning their lands in St. Vincent ; it is 
added that the French Governor advifed them to fubmit to bis Majefty’s. 
orders, but their conduét has proved that either they thought proper 
to difregard fuch advice, or that an oppofite one was given to them 
privately ; I have fent for the perfon to whom the Charibbs mentioned: 
this application, as well as the fubject of the conference : I have not as. 
yet feen him; but if upon a ftri&t enquiry, À find that fuch a deputation 


was, 














ACU T HiE N TAC: PAPERS, 19 


was fent, and was received by the Governor of Martinique, I may be 
induced to write to him upon the occafion. A good underftanding has 
hitherto fubfifted between him and the neighbouring Britifh Governors. 
His anfwer, and whatever other events may occur in relation to thefe 
people, I fhall take the earlieft opportunity of communicating to your 
Lordfhip. I have the honour to be, with great refpect, 


My Lord, 
your Lordfhip’s moft obedient. 


humble fervant, 


ULYSSES FITZMAURICE, 


Æetter 
































| 














— 
zn ra.) eee 





2 AUTHENTIC, PARERS, 


Letter from Wii tram Youns, E/q; firfl Commifioner for the fale of lands 


> fo Harry ALExaNnDER, E/g; Prefident of the ifland of St. Vincent. 


SIR, 
~~ 2. ($e. Vincent, May 1, 1769. 


7, ROM intelligence which J can depend upon, communicated to me 

by Mr. Simpfon, his Majefty’s chief furveyor of lands in the ceded 
iflands, it appears that the Charibbs have exprefied great uneafinefs 
and diflatisfaction at the endeavours of the Commiffioners to carry the 
King’s inftrutions for the furvey and difpofal of lands in the ifland 
into execution, as far as refpects the lands inhabited or claimed by them: 
and-they. have in confequence already affembled themfelves to the num- 
ber of upwards of 200 well armed (and are hereby _increafing) with a 
firm determination to prevent by force, if neceflary, thefe inftructions 
being accomplifhed. , ‘ ; 

1 have fince feen Captain Wilkie, the Officer commanding that part 
of his Majefty’s 32d regiment, ftationed in this country, as well as 
feveral other officers and gentlemen who have been witnefies to the 
appearance, behaviour and refolution of this armed body to oppofe the 
detachment of foldiers deftined to fupport the King’s furveyors in the 
execution of their duty, and I am fully confirmed, by their united 
information and opinion, that the inftructions from the Lords of the 
Treafury to the Commiffioners for the fale and difpofal of lands on the 
windward fide of St. Vincent, cannot at prefent be executed without 
greatly endangering the fecurity and peace of the country, or without 
the fupport of a much greater force than it appears poffible to raife 
in it.at prefent, for that purpofe. 
© “BY examining carefully our inftru€tions I find thefe words, that they 
are given on a fuggeftion that they may be brought about without 
endangering the peace of the ifland, and without the neceffity of ufing 
any act of force or violence. And moreover I afterwards obferve the 
following command, viz. You fhall take no ftep towards the removal 
of the Charibbs before notice of the whole arrangement and defign fhall 


have been given to the principal perfons among them, in fuch manner 


and by fuch mediation as you fhall judge moft proper, and until they 
be made to comprehend and underftand the terms and conditions under 
which 
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which it is propofed: and after thefe precautions, when you fhall come 
to the execution of the arrangement, let efpecial care be taken that 
every motion be (sonate with the gentleft Bais and i in the mildeft 
mantiers ti | 16 | Wh auauAxaaA vars IT we 

I have tenais the Pts to inclofe: Yowan xa copy ia all thefe 
infiruétions which we have ever nroft carefully complied with; and as 
one of his Majefty’s Commiffioners for the fale and difpofal of lands in the 
ceded iflands, I now think it my duty to acquaint you, that in obe- 
 diènce to thefé inftruétions; I can no longer require from you the aid 
or. affiftance of his, Majefty: S; troops to fupport: the REVOIR | in: carry ing 
them intorexecution. |. 

I would not light] y defift. from an SN which : it is my duty to 
fee performed: : butyas; it is. Apparent from, the dpirit, as well as letter of 
our inftrétionss. that nothing 1 is tobe. flected j in the  prefent cafe, by a 
violence or compulfion that might. endanger the ipeace: and fecurity, of 
this infant and weak. colony, À am clearly of opinion that nothing. on 
the part of the Commiffioners) is more to, be. citerne here, till the 
King’s further pleafure be known. . Son Lie ial 

id thall. therefore : immediately. forbid the. Surveyors t to ‘proceed : any 
longer in tracing, the road through, the Indian, country», Or, 1D, her {ur- 
veys, and fhall take the earlieit opportunity. of going, out in” “perfon to 
meet the Charibbs, and, acquaint. them of my refolution as-a Commif- 
fioner, acting i in conformity to, his Majefty’ gcc mma tds, ae | 

.dthoughti it. neceffary to, CP my feritime nts to. ‘on 0 on ve 

LE critical LEURS ai lave ie ook + be, : with great 
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Letter from Harry ALExANDER K/g. Prefident. of St. V'incentsrtons 
“Ue te vondlientenant Governor B rvpmxvxtckiyreid. gras | 


% wis 


. - Gs 4 : H ? L 6 4 ‘ Ful € a 2: fj ; L Lt} ‘145 
-246 : i SPRY MURPIG 0] dub vor daidt wood @brelteb ) 
ai dov rent suit aol on oso 1 StsMincent, Ma 99 769s 


Had the honour'bf Wtiting'to you Tai by’ Captain Halliburton, and 
I now take the earlieft. opportunity to acquaint you of the ‘very 
critical fituation this ifland has fince been ‘in, from the turbulent {pirit 
of the’Charibbs, aifiug from their jealoufy and diffatisfaction id the 
meafures Of’ dvetiment, concernin he” intention of felling and dif 
pofing of thôfe lands’ “in? theit’ occupations) dnd! thé tracing? roads, 
into their country. | was firft warned of their’ béing in this difpofition 
by a detter front Mr. Simpfon, ghar eh chief Surveyor, on Wed! 
nefday laft, and that the Surveyors b: d ‘been’ by the Charibbs infulted, 
and, obftructed in” proceeding with the trace of the toad,“ requefting, 
that the guard’ then: potted at Tome diftance from! where the ‘Surveyors 
were at work, fhould advance to fupport ‘them, » and that a houfe 
fhould by Friday or ‘Saturday be’ ready atthe end of ‘the road, fot 
the reception of the 


| uard. “T accordingly: gave ordérs ‘to the come 


manding officer, that the ‘guards “thoulc advance to that REY pot, | 


which was done’ on Säturdaÿ mofning, but with futhoppofition from 
the Charibbs, that nothing but the temper and prudence of the“officef 
could have preferved them from an immediate action, which probably 
in fuch a country, and under fuch ciretiinftances, might have proved 
fatal to fo fmall a handful of troops, being only forty in number, to 
encounter in a woody country, Under “ev y difadvantage, a body of 
Indians, upwards of two undred, yell armed, firmly refolved, they 
faid, to keep their freedom, ald’ prefervé their dands. ‘The officer 
however, ange it his, duty. to keep the poft, and’ wait farther or- 
ders: "The day following rate al advice from Captain Wilkie, the 


commanding officer of that part of his Majefty’s regiment quartered 
here, that the Charibbs had cut off the communication between him 
and the troops he had with him pofted at fort Tyrrell, and the ag- 
vanced guard in the Charibb countr# on the road, and that their fitu- 
ation muft be very critical indeed, as by that means, the guard was 
cut off from every fupply of water and provificns, and fixteen miles 

advanced 





> eerily. By - 








AUTHENTIC PAPERS 25 


‘advanced in the heart of the Charibb country, furrounded by à nu- 
merous body of vile favages, who had impudently commenced hoftili- 
ties, by obliging the Surveyors to make their efcape in the beft manner 
they could by flight, leaving their baggage and every thing behind 
them: upon which the Charibbs fet fire to their houfes and burnt them 
to the ground. Upon this advice, all the troops that could be mufter- 
ed from Kingftown, immediately marched as far as Tyrrell’s fort, and 
from thence, by the dawn of yefterday, I marched, with 100 men, 
to relieve the guard on the road, joined by as many of the principal 
gentlemen of the country, as in fo fhort a fpace of time could be col- 
lected: together, with their white fervants, and a proportion of, their 

. truftieft flaves. By eight o’clock we got within a mile and a half of 

the advanced party of the Charibbs, in number, as I was informed, up: 

ward of 200, which fhortly increafed'to ‘about 100 more. The troops, 
then ‘fatigued with a long march, I ordered to halt, that they might 
reft, and | gain intelligence, and to take the advice of the gentlemen 
of his Majefty’s council, the commanding officer of the troops, Go- 
vernor Young, and the principal gentlemen of property in the coun- 
try, then-prefent, as to the meafure I fhould direct to be putfüed, as 
well as to take the ‘opportunity of reading a letter from Governor 
Young, wrote by ‘him as à Commiffioner, and by himfelf put into 

omy hands on the march, which till then I had ‘not leifure to perufe, a 

copy of which I do myfelf the honour to inclofe to you, and:from 
which you will fee, notwithftanding how fenfible ‘Twas his Majefty’s 
government had ‘by thofe' wretches been violently infulted, yet from 
his Majefty’s boundlefs humanity and tender difpofition refpecting thofe 
people, 1'found myfelf reftrained’ from’ any act of violence fuch. as 1 
could juftify; without rifque of incurring his Majéfty’s difpleafare, un- 
lefsedrove to it frour necéffity. From mature deliberation, “upon thefe 
matters, ‘dffifted’ by thé -advicé of ‘the council ‘and «Governor Young, 
avhofe judgement: ‘à fervice -T have à pleafure mlowning T pay aieat 
déference to,’ | waseadVifed andl led to icünceive, the ‘mot?’ effential fer 

«ite ] could do #6: this colony in “its prefent fituation; “aid moft con- 
fiftesthy with his Majefty’s royal: infttuttions, by and «with the advice 
of his Privy Council to his Commiffioners, would be carefully to avoid. 
coming to’Hoftilitiés with theres créatures, tine under he Heceffity 
of it to regain the advanced guard then furrounded by them, and the 
better,to, cfled& thatopirpofe, tolaequaint the Chafibbs by meflage, that 
I was not come make war with them; that his Majefty had not yet - 
fufficiently_ infiruéted his Governors. refpeñing that, therefore I only 
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came to demand a fafe return to the advanced guard, and that as the 


cerrying a road into their country had given fo much uneafinels, Go- 
vernor Young’, as bis Majefty’s chief Commiflioner, would give direc- 
tions, that the Surveyors fhall defift from, proceeding any farther, till 
his Majefty fhall be pleated to direét his Governor what fhall be his 
farther intentions, in regard to them; and that if thev behaved them: 
felves peaceably and quietly, every thing fhould remain as it was b:. 
fore, till his Majetty’s farther inftructions fhall arrive, and of which 
thev fhall have a notice: this they readily agreed to, and promifed to 
return peaceably to their homes: the guard returned unmolefted, ard 
I withdrew the troops to their quarters without the difcharge of a mut 
ket on either fide, and for a time, I hope it will be fhort,- I quitted 
that fine cream part of this ifland, with a regret I cannot-exprefs te 
you... However,,.as I write this letter in.a hurry, merely to give your 
Honor a detail of this matter, ‘left,.from a mifreprefentation you 
fhould have been uneafy about the colony, I fhall not therefore, touch 
upon any other fubje&. We are now I think, in as much peace as 
at any time before, yet we ought not to confider ourfelves fecure, but 
to provide againft the worft, for on this late occafion, we were, I 
mean the inhabitants, men with good hearts and hands, but without 
arms to.employ them. Refpecting. thefe confideretions, and a proper 
reprefentation of this people, and the lands they occupy, to his Ma- 
jefty, is not, the. prefent defign of this letter, that Sir, will be made 
to you very fhortly, in a more full and regular. manner, ' 

The happinefs 1 have had in Governor, Young’s being on the fpot, 


and co-operating in every.thing with me, will only be equalled in the 
enjoyment I fhall have in your approbation of the meafures I have 
taken, if J am lucky enough to have it. ‘The alacrity of the officers 
and. troops imitated in every inftance by the. inhabitants, , gave 
me much pleafure, and a full confidence they were ready to do their 
duty, and much wifhed his Majefty’s mildnefs had been lefs, and his 
inftruétions to his Commiffioners Jefs pofitive refpeéting the Charibbs, 
whofe infolence they were impatient to chaftife, and unhappy in the 
difappointment, nothing but order and difcipline reftraining them. 


1 have the honour ter be, with. the utmost regard, _ Ky 


M” 4 


Your ning humble and moitobedieat Servant. 


“HARRY ALEXANDER. 
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Memorials of Ricuarp Marrianp, Efq; of Mark-Lane, London. 


To the Right Honourable the Earl of Hilfborough, one of his 
Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State, &c. &c. &c. 

The Memorial of Richard , Maitland, Agent for the Ifland of St. 
Vincent, | 6 nr 


Y Humbly fheweth, 


ap H AT before the ifland of St. Vincent was ceded to the crown of 
Great-Britain, the French had {ttled and planted part of it with 
coffee and cocoa; but the far greater part was pofleffed, tho’ little cui- 
tivated, by the Charibbs. j va 
That the lands formerly occupied and deferted by the French, have 
been chiefly purchafed from the crown, by our own natural born fub- 
_ jets, at prices far exceeding the moft fanguine expeétations, buildings 
erected, negroes, cattle, and every implement neceflary for making 
-fugar, provided at great expence. Many extates are now completely 
fettled, which promife fuccefs beyond any former example, both with 
re{pect to the fertility of the foil, and the excellent quality of the fugar. 
That befides the fugar eftates, there are many plantations of coffee, 
and cocoa, chiefly pofleffed by the French, who ftill remain and hold 
their lands by leafes from the crown. ‘ | EE 
_ That from the pleafing profpett of fuccefs, the purchafers thought 
themfelves happy ; tillthey were alarmed with the account of between 
two and three hundred black Charibbs, having ftoppedthe Surveyors em- 
ployedby the crown, in laying out and making a road round the ifland. 
* That from what pafled between fome of thefe black Charibbs and 
the Surveyors, as well as the account given by Captain Patrick Wilkie, 
of the thirty third regiment, to the Honourable Harry Alexander, the 
Prefident, it appears, the Charibbs “were determined not to fuffer the 
Surveyors to proceed farther on their bufinefs; nor would they let the 
patty of Soldiers who guarded them, go to their new. barracks at 
Mercerika, but pulled down the houfe which was lately built, after 
having in vain attempted to burn it, the thatch being green,’ In fhort 
that they denied any fubjeëtion to his Majefty, and were determined to: pre- 
Jerve their independence. Ve 
_ That. as foon as Sir William Young, the firft Commiffioner for the 
fale of lands, wasinformed by the Officersof the regiment and Survey- 
ors, as well as by feveral other Gentlemen who had been witnef to the 
WG appearance 
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appearance, behaviour, and refolution of this armed body, to oppofe the 
detachment ‘appointed to fupport the Surveyors, he acquainted the Pre- 
fident, that the Commiffioners could not, at prefent proceed to execute 
their inftructions, for the difpofal of the lands, without endangering the 
peace and fafty of the colony. ) 

And as their mftructions ordered them not to ufe any coerfive means, 


he had forbid the Surveyors to proceed farther, but that he would go 


in among the Charibbs and inform them of his refolution, to obey his 
Majefty’s commands, which were, to obferve the moft humane conduct 
towards them. 

That the Prefident, in confequence of this reprefentation from Sir 
Wilham Young, ordered the troops to be withdrawn from the advanced 


guard, and called the council and affembly, to communicate to them the 


fteps which had been taken ; and to confult what was proper to be done 
in fo critical a fituation, when their lives and fortunes might all be in 
danger, if thefe infatuated favages fhould be underhand aided and in- 
fluenced by our fecret enemies and rivals at Martinica; the councils 
and affembly, fenfible of their danger , refolved to addrefs his Majefty, 
for fuch iminediate aid, as hein his great goodnefs fhall think neceflary 
for their prefent circumfances. They alfo refolved, to put themfelvés in 
the beft pofture of defence’in their power, to guard againft their dange- 
rous fituation, from an armed force, in aétual rebellion, inthe heart of their 
country, and wait, with anxiety, till his Majefty’s pleafure was known. 


Sir, William more than once, afterward*, went out to mect their 


chiefs, but they would not give him an opportunity of fpeaking with: 


them. 
: Your Lordfhip knows the Charibbs are two difin@ bodies, viz. the 


Aborigines or yellow Chatibbs, an inoffenfive quiet people, no ways 


concerned in the prefent rebellion; the others (the black Charibbs,) 
‘are the defcendents of a cargo of Guinea flaves, ftranded there, many 
years ago ; who after they had been humanely received by the ancient 
Fnhabitants, foon repaid their hofpitality with ingratitude, and have 
‘now almoft extirpated them. The runnaways from Barbadoes, Mar- 
tinico, and Guadalupe, have from time to time increafed their numbers, 


“now they entice the flaves of our own planters,. in the ifland, offering. 


‘protection and liberty to all who will join them. And what adds to the: 


danger from thefe favages, 15 their being fupplied with, mew frre-arms 
from the French iflands, with. which they keep up a clofe correfpon- 
dence... HERE Se dés . 
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“and enabled them to gain the fuperiority ofthe yellow Charibbs, and. 
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From this your Lordfhip muft think them bad neighbours, even in 
time of peace, and that in time of war, connected as they are, every 
thing 1s to be dreaded from them. | 

Your memorialift humbly begs your Lordfhip to take thefe matters 
into confideration, and to intercede with his Majefty, that he may be 
gracioutly pleafed to order fome additional troops to be fent, immedi. 
ately, to the protection of this valuable infant colony, and to give fuch 
directions about the difpofal of the black Charibbs, as he fhall in his 
wifdom think moft prudent, and your memorialift fhall ever pray, &c,. 


| Addref of the Council and Afembly of St. Vincent to the King. 
Saint Vincent. | 
To his moft Excellent Majefty. 


E your Majefty’s moft dutiful, loyal, and faithful fabiedts, the 


YY Council and Aflembly of the ifland of St. Vincent, inviolably 
_attached by every tye of duty and gratitude, to your Majefty’s perfon 


and government; beg leave to return’ your Majefty our moft fincere 
and humble thanks, for the. fuppôrt and protection that we have hi- 
therto enjoyed; and we moft humbly beg permiflion to approach the 
throne, and lay before your Majefly the dangerous and diftrefied fitua— 


tion of this colony. 


Your Majefty’s natural born fubjeéts, purchafed lands at very high: 
prices, with an intention of cultivating them, and had met with fuccefs be-- 
yond the moft fanguine expeétations, with the greateft probability of ren- 


_dering this one of the moft flourifhing of your Majefty’s fugar iflands,. 


till unexpeCtedly their properties are rendered very precarious, and their 
lives. endangered by a rebellion of the negroes, commonly called Black: 
Charibbs ; principally the defcendants of runaway negroes from Bar-' 
badoes, and the other neighbouring iflands, who being joined by run 


_away flaves from the -prefent inhabitants, in great numbers have affem-. 
bled themfelves in arms, in the windward part of this ifland, without 
the leat provocation fromthe inhabitants, and have deftroyed the: 
_highways, and prevented. all communication betwixt the different parts: 
of this ifland; daily enticing their flaves to join them, cetaining others: 
_ by force, who accidenta'ly fall into their hands, premifng them their 
: liberty, arms, and lands, provided they would join end affft them in: 
- g0tally extirpating the white inhabitants, infulting your Majefty’s fub-- 
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jects, forcing from their habitations the original yellow or red Charibbs, 
a harmlefs and well affected people, who firft afforded them an afylum, 
and moft undutifully and ungratefully denying they bear any allegiance | 
to your Majefty, and in difobedience to the laws, contemptuoufly car- | 
|| rying off tobacco,. provifions, and other produce to the French iflands, 
| and importing their manufaétures, arms, ammunition, and fpirituous 
NI liquors; which not only make their refidence in the country claimed 
Il by them, a very great detriment to the fettlement of the colony, but . 
likewife prevent the cultivation. of that valuable and extenfive tract of 
land, which while in their hands lies almoft entirely uncultivated. 

The paternal care your Majefty conftantly fhews your fubjeéts 
i, in every part of your dominions, however diliant from the throne, 
encourages us to hope for your proteGion againft thefe favages, by fuch he 
effe@ual meafures being taken with them, that may prevent their be- 
|| ing dangerous in time of peace, or employed in time of war by your 
Hi Majefty’s enemies in harraffing from within, while thefe from without 
attack this defencelefs ifland: having but very few regular troops re- 
maining, and being unprovided with forts, batteries, artillery, or war- 
like ftores, the expences of providing which, would be too great for an 
infant colony ; but which we moft humbly hope to be {upplied with 
from the extenfive proteétion afforded to every part of his Majefty’s do- 
minions, againft the infults of your enemies. 

It remains for us moft ardently to pray that your Majefty, rich in | 
every domeftic blifs, may long, very long, and happily reigiy Over a 4 
free and grateful people; and that there may never be wanting a Prince 
of your royal -houfe, to fway the fceptre over thefe realms, to the latedt 
poñterity. 














Letter from the Earl of Hii sporouGcH to Lieutenant Governor Firz- 
MAURICE, dated Whitehall, ath Auguff, 1769. 


| | SAR | 
HS Majefty has given the fulleft confideration to the ftate of the 


ifland of St. Vincent, as reprefented in your letter, No. 28, andin 
a f the Addrefs of the Council and Aflembly which accompanies it. 
i The King trufts that the prudent meafures you have taken to fup- 
| ly the inhabitants with arms and ammunition, will in fome degree, 
| piy : 
remove their apprehenfions of any immediate danger from the Charibbs, 
and diffipate the alarm they feem at prefent to be under; but if thefe | 
| | | favages 
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favages fhould continue in’a ftate of hoftility, and you fhould not be 
able, with the force which may be colle&ed from the other iflands with- 
in your government, to reduce them to a proper fubmiffion to his Ma- 


jefty ; in that cafe, it is his Majefty’s pleafure, that you do make a 


requifition from the Commander in Chief of his Majefty’s forces in 
North America, for fuch an additional number of troops as you fhall 
think abfolutely neceflary for that purpofe, which requifition General 
Gage will receive the King’s command to comply with, if it can be 
done confiftent with his Majefty’s fervice on the continent. But I 
have it particularly in command from his Majefty, to fignify to you his 
pleafure, that if you fhall find it abfolutely neceflary to make any re- 
quifition of troops from Major General Gage, you do at the fame 
time tranfmit to him a very full and explicit reprefentation of the 
fiate of the ifland, together with the minute explanation of your rea- 
fons for making fuch requifition, and the circumftances which induce 
you to fix upon the number of men you fhall think fit to require. 


i dnamy &e: 
HiLusporouGu. 


Letter from Lieutenant Governor Fitzmaurice to the Earl of 
HiPuLS BOROUGH. | 


My Lord, | | 
seule ht St. Vincent, June:10, 1760, 
MMEDIATELY after I had the honour of writing my letter, 
No. 30, from Grenada, 1 failed from thence for this ifland. 
Upon my arrival here I found the Charibbs were apprehenfive that 
there was a defign, not only of depriving them of their grounds, but’ 
alfo of reducing them into flavery, notwithftanding the very particular 
pains that had been taken by his Majefty’s Commiffioners, to explain 
and make known to them the King’s moft gracious and humane inten- 
trons to preferve them in their freedom, and to allow them good, proper, 
and fafficient lands for their fupport, maintenance, and comfort, © ‘7 
_ ‘Thofe among them who live upon the borders of that part of the 
ifland which is claimed and folely occupied, though little cultivated 
by them, being fomewhat more civilized than the reft, and awed 
perhaps alfo by the neighbourhood of white perfons, feemed to acquiefce 
in the meafures, and confide in the promifes of government, 1. 
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But they who livesmore remotely from the fettlements,) partaking 
of that fafpicions difpofition which is natural to favages, however ap- 
atently: fubmiffive,’ and even fatisfied when prefent at any conference, 
cannot eafily:be retonciled to. the vicinity of wh. te people, wlrofe gra- 
dual and fucceftdl intrufians upon their Charibb neighbours they are 
fagatious enough to have remarked, : : ve lho 
i. Phe Gruation of the .windward; part of this ifland makes an. inter- 
. courfoin: open canoes between them and the French inhabitants of St. 
Lucia! both thortcand:eafy; ‘there ‘they fell tobaccos Indian provitions, 
hammocks, :ogier balkets, | in exchange for guns, cutlafies,, gunpowder, 
and valfew manufaétates..: hey. are: of la difpofition: fo hetle -bent to; 
indufiry, and their: wants ‘are fo. eafily fatisfied, that the amount of 
this trade, owhich will mot be a little difficult totally to prevent, 1s very: 
inconfiderable, nor otherwifeitmportant, than it ferves to preferve the 
influence which an foreign: colony maintains: over thefe his Majefty’s 
fabjects, which might be turned to, a very fatal purpofé: to the reft of 
the inbabitants of this ifland, and is partly the caufe of the prefent 
uneafinefs. Many of the inhabitants of St. Lucia formerly lived in 
St. Vincent, but abandoned their eftates here, after it was ceded to 
his Majefty 3 they: confider the prefent pofleflors, as ufurpers ef their 
property, and retain an irreconcileable hatred to the Englith name. 
"Lhefe: people are exceedingly diligent in working the weak minds’ of 
Charibbs, already prejudiced and. fufpicious, into a diftruft of the 
Britifh government ; they have propagated a report, as thofe Charibbs 
are moftly defcended from a parcel of flaves bound in an Jénglith thip 
froëx : \fricasto Barbadoes, but wrecked on the eaftern coaft of St. 
Vincent, that the heir of the owner of the fhip. and flaves has) lately 
applied ta have the Charibbs fold as his property, and for his benefit. 
he Charibbs. cannot but be alarmed at thefe reports, and are led: by 
their apprehenfions to attribute every, meafure of government to a fixed 
defign: of, bringing about the purpofe. of enflaving them. ‘The road 
which was lately, begun through the country; by dire&tions of the 
Commiffioners, they, will not allow:to be with any other view. They 
have a lively remembrance thll of the attempt which was, made many 
years ago by the French to make them flaves ; the ill, fuccefs of the. 
Erench,on that occafion, gives them confidence, that. future attacks 
upon them will be attended with a fimilar event. ; They, have been 
fince accuftomed to confider themfelves as perfetly independent. 
The French inhabitants in St. Vincent derived their titles chiefly from 
purchafes made of thefe favages. The confcioufnefs of the APE 
Io © 





att Lee 





——~¢ 
we 


ees 











CAO TAVE N TT C 1 PF AID EIRS. it 
of their ftrength and numbers was attended with the ‘ferocity with 
which fuch a fentiment is generally accompanied in favage breafts, and 
the activity and herdinefs of their difpofition, which they derived from 
their African anceftors, was not as yet loft by their intermixture with 
the red of original Charibbs in thefe climates. : It was formerly their 


practice to butn the plantations of the inhabitants with whom they . 


happened to be offended; but it was the French policy to caref and 
bear patiently every outrage from them. Many of the Charibbs have 
been baptized by miffionaries from France, moft of them fpeak cor- 
ruptly the language of that country. Pains were taken, in the late war, 
to inftil Into their minds a hatred for the Englifh. Some of thenr 
are faid'to have affifted in the defence of Martinique, when befeged 
by our forcés; they have gradually been led to confider the Governor 
of that ifland as their protettor, though they afltét not to acktow- 


ledge the fovereignty of any Prince. Upon fome apprehenfions which’ 
they conceived of defigns againft them, they applied to the Governor 


of Martinique, about two years ago, for permiffion to fettle in the land. 
of St. Lucia, which is dependant upon his government, but they were 
refufed. About feven months ago, foon after his Majefty’s Com- 
miffioners had given direfions for furveying and laying’ out lots of 
lands for fale, on the windward fide of the ifland, the Charibbs de- 


clared their intentions of oppofing by force any attempt to carry thofe: 
meafures into execution beyond a river called Niambou, which they’ 


chofe to confider as their boundary. I had the honour ‘of acquainting 


your Lordfhip, at the time of thefe threats, and alfo of the meafures which’ 


I have taken for the fupport of his Majefty’s Commiffioners. When 
the Charibbs found that preparations were made to pafs that river by 
force, and that there were troops {ent to fupport the perfons employed 
by the Commiffioners, they then thought proper to defift from their 


firft pretenfions: but they continued to confider, with an evil! 


and jealouseye, the progrefs that was making in the admeafurement 


of the lands which were claimed, though little cultivated by them, as’ 


well as the knowledge which was daily acquired of the country, by 
the conftant intercourfe into, and the road made through it. "The 


difference of manners, languages, and prejudices gave alfo rife to va- 


rious difgufts on their part, trifling confidered feparately, ‘but accamu- 
lated together, and added to théir-general fufpicions, exafperated them 
at length to fuch a degree, that they actually fent feveral of their Chiefs 
to the Governor of Martinique, requiring his advice, protection, and 
afliftance; he has declared to a gentleman of this ifland, and he has 
Le written 
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written before my late arrival here, to the Prefident of the Council; 
that be advifed them in the ftrongeft terms to fubmit to whatever 
meafures his Majefty fhould be pleafcd to ordain concerning them. Proe 
tection and afliftance he pofitively refufed them. However, foon 
afterwards the Surveyors were advancing towards the fettlements of 
the fierceft and Jeaft civilized Charibbs, they began to difturb and 
harrafs them in their operations, and at laft proceeded to fuch threats 
and ill ufuage as compelled the Surveyors to defift and retire. 

A detachment of forty men of the 32d regiment being fent to pro- 
tect the Surveyors, the Charibbs appeared to the number of about 200 
armed with fufees, cutlaffes, bows and arrows, and threatned they would 
not permit any road to be made through their country, declared they 
owed no fovereianty to any prince; that not being fubjeéts to the King 
of France, he could not cede them to the King of Great-Britain. _ That 
the whole of the ifland of St. Vincent, formerly belonged to them; 
that they had gradually given away half on the leeward part to the 
French fettlers, who had come hither from time to time, which half 
might be ceded to the Britifh crown, but that they were determined to 
preferve the remaining half, or windward part to themfelves, in perfect 
independency. The detachment however remained fome days in the 
poft in which it was fent, without any attack on the part of the Cha- 
ribbs, but the Surveyors chofe to retire; the Charibbs burnt their tem- 
porary huts, deftroyed their utenfils, broke up the roads lately made in 
feveral places, and held in every refpect fach a condu&, and fuch dif- 
courfes as perfuaded the Prefident of the council, his Majefty’s firft 
Commiffioners, and indeed moft perfonsin the colony, that there was 


no likelihood of profecuting the furvey and fale of thofe lands, without. 


endangering the peace of the ifland, or without committing acts of 
violence ; a8 thefe were circumftances in which the Commiflioners have 
“underftood, that they were not to proceed upon the execution of their 
additional inftruétions, for the difpofal of the Charibb lands, and alfo as 
they were requefted by both houfes of the legiflature here, to defift from 
any fales, for the fafety of the colony, they have accordingly poftponed 
them until they fhall receive further orders from government. Since 
the retreat of the perfons employed by them, and of the troops intended 
for the fupport of thefe from the windward fide of the ifland, the Cha- 
ribbs have burned the remaining huts, which had been erected there 
for the ufe of the troops, Surveyors and their flaves, have felled more 
trees in fome parts of the roads, in order to obftruét the paflage and have 
committed.fome trifling ravages on their neighbours. The confufion 
" which 
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which has been much in¢réafed by falfe alarms, that they were côming 
down to deftroy and burn.the plantations,and inhabitants, on the lee- 
ward part of the lifland, though it appears-that no-fuch jrefolution had. 
been formed ; yet the lawlefs and -favage difpofition of thefe {Indians,, 
their fluctuating temper, the fuddenefs of their refolves, their pronenefs to: 
excefs from caprice and drunkennels, a knowledge of the ravages.com- 
mitted by. them formerly, on the flighteft, pretences, the influence they 
are under, to -foréigners,- and difafiected andll difpofed'perfons, then 
quick fenfe of the fuppofed injuries intended, them, andthe infolence-and 
inclination to violence, fo natural to favage minds,.on the! victory they 
imagine they have gained, bythe meafures of government not taking place, 
refpecting their lands, have been the ‘fubject.of much: uneafinefs to. this 
colony, when added to the.confideration. of the/f{mall number of white 
inhabitants, the few troops, and total want of fortified places...» : D 
In this fiate I found the ifland when I arrived, and ‘have: endeavoured: 

to reftore tranquillity by every meafure in my powers, |b have been 
among the Charibbs, and have iffued a proclamation concerning them 
in the Englifh and French languages, of. which Ihave the honour:to 
inclofe copies to your Lordfhip. J: have ordered four companies of the 
32d regiment,. from Dominica, to. join the five already) here, which 
leaves but one regiment among all the other iflands of the government. 
I have given direétions for fome pieces of ordnance from (Grenada, to 
defend an eminence near the’ principal town, which is intended. for the 
retreat of women and children, and for depofiting records, and valuable 
effects. I have applied to Admiral Pye for a fhip to cruize between the 
iflands of St. Vincent and St. Lucia, to prevent or obftruét the inter- 
courfe between the Charibbs and the inhabitants of the latter ifland; and 
after the matureft confideration, 1 thought I could not, without imped- 
ing his Majefty’s dervice, and. expofing this colony to much danger, 
avoid yielding to the earneft folicitations of the people, in giving my 
affent to an act for immediately raifing a militia in the ifland, after ha- 
ving taken the utmoft precaution, that in its feveral claufes, it was con- 
formable to the inftruétions tranfmitted to me upon that fubjet. Your 
Lordthip will receive an authentic copy of this a€t by this conveyance, 
together with the minutes of the Council, and proceedings of the Af- 
fembly. The intent of this a, is a fecurity in the prefent exigency, and 
would be entirely defeated, were it to contain a claufe fufpending its 
exeeution till his Majefty’s pleafure were known; and [ have therefore, 
in this one inftance, ventured to deviate from the letter of my inftruc- 
tions, in a cafe not to be forefeen; which I hope will not be difap- 
| 1 | proved. 
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| proved. Ihave purfued every other method I could have devifed, and | 
taken every arrangement conducive to the tranquillity and fafety of the | 
Bil ifland, and every thing is now quiet, To the detail I have already | 
/ | entered into, I have nothing further to add to your Lordfhip, than 


| that it appears, that while thefe Charibbs are permitted to occupy a 
| large extent of country, without any mixture of white inhabitants, they 
will retain their fierce untraétable nature, continue uncivilized, law- 
a ie! lefs, difattected, and of no ufe ; and that the reft of thé colony will be 
: in real danger, and conftant apprehenfions of fudden attacks from 
them ; and that in cafe of a war with France, they will be inclined, 
and: probably be induced totally to deftroy it. | 
As from the moft exaé calculations, they cannot exceed a thoufand 
fighting men; headed by feveral very intelligent, as well as réfolute 
Chiefs; the affiftance of another regiment properly difpofed in various 
parts of the ifland, fo as to oblige them to divide their ftrengh, with 
direétions to the Commander of his Majefty’s fhips in thefe feas to co- | 
operate with the forces under his command, together with fome’ ex- | 
pence for prefents to be diftributed among them, and other incidental 
charges, would in all probability be fufficient to oblige them, with Tittle 
or no bloodfhed, to fubmit to the meafures of government, and to 
fuffer white inhabitants to live peaceably among them ; the expence 
would be greatly overpaid by the fale of the lands, and the event is 
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exceedingly defrable) and.'indéed eflential to the fecurity and welfare 1 
of this ifland. . T have the honour’ to be; with great refpect, 1 © | 
Il 2, Your Lordfhips 
| Fhbdine : 5 Lilo MéBndbetient co Horniere 
1) Py D rl ven 03 vitolos eub at (0 Humble Servant, | 
Il 
if 


| _P. S. As your Lordfhip may be defirous of being acquainted with 
| the moft minute circumftances of this affair, as well as every detail con- | 
1 cerning this colony, I have intrufted this packet to Mr. Sharpe, Speaker | 
| of the Affenibly of this ifland, from whom I dare fay your Lordfhip 





will receive a very intelligent and fatisfa@tory account. | 
saat oY Uzvsses FITZMAURICE. : 
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By the Hon. Ulyfles Fitzmaurice, Commander in Chief in and over 
his Majefty’s Southern Caraibée Iflands of Grenada, the Grenadines, 
St. Vincent, Dominica, and Tobago in America; and of all other 
Iflands and Territories which have been heretofore, or may be 
hereafter dependent thereupon, Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice Ad- 

. mural of the fame, &c. &c. &c. 


WHEREAS His Moft Excellent Majefty, Grorce the Third, 
by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, &c. in his paternal care and attention to his 
loyal fubjeéts in every part of his extenfive dominions, hath been 
gracioufly pleafed to fignify his intention of taking the Caraïbes, Free- 
Mulattoés, and Free-Negroes of the ifland of St. Vincent under his 
royal protection, and hath exprefsly commanded, that they fhould be 
preferved in the perfect enjoyment of their freedom, and hath directed 
his Commiffioners for the fale and difpofal of his lands in thefe iflands, 
to allot to the faid Caraibes, Free-Mulattoes, and Free-Negroes, good, 
proper, and fufficient lands, for their fupport, maintenance and com- 
fort, to be enjoyed by them and their pofterity, according to their own 
ufages and cuftoms. And Whereas it appears that notwithftanding the 
great care and pains which his Majefty’s faid Commiffioners have taken, 
to make known to the faid Caraibes, Free-Mulattoes, and Free-Ne- 
groes, the King’s gracious and humane intentions in their favour, and 
to explain to them the feveral arrangements to be taken, in purfuance 
of the royal inftructions, as well for the permanent fafety, tranquillity 
and profperity of the {aid Caraibes, Free-Mulattoes, and Free-Negroes, 
as for the farther improvement and cultivation of the faid lands on the 
windward fide of his Majefty’s faid ifland of St. Vincent... Neverthe- 
lefs, great difcontents and jealoufies have arifen: in. the minds of fome 
of the faid. black Caraihes, from the falfe reports and traiterous infinu- 
ations of divers ignorant and ill-difpofed perfons, difaffe@ted to his Ma- 
jefty’s perfon and government ; by which means the faid Caraibes have 
lately appeared diflatisfied, refractory, and difpofed to obftru& by force, 
the meafures purfued by his. Majefty’s command, I have thought pro- 


per, 
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per, in tendernefs to the faid Caraibes, Free-Mulattoes, and Free-Ne- 
Bi groes, and to take away the effect of) all -falfe reports and malicious 
Bi infinuations, and to remove all doubts from their minds, concerning 
“ his Majefty’s goodneis towards them, and by and with the advice of 
| his Majefty’s council of this ifland, hereby to declare, it is his Majef- 
i ty’s royal pleafure, to preferve the faid Caraibes, Free-Mulattoes, and 
Vi Free-Negroes, in the perfe&t enjoyment of their freedom, and to allot 
to them, good, proper, and fufficient lands, for their fupport, main- 
tenance and comfort. to be enjoyed by them and their pofterity, ac- 
cording to their own ufages and cuftoms, and to prote& them againft 
all injuftice or oppreffions whatfoever ; provided always, that the faid 
Caraibes, Free-Mulattoes, and Free-Negroes, demean themfelves peace- 
ably and fubmiffively to, the laws of this ifland,.and to his Majefty’s 
commands; and at the fame time to give them notice, that if they 
prefume riotoufly or unlawfully to affemble in arms, with a defign of 
oppofing or obftruéting the meafures ordered by his Majefty, in any 
part of this ifland of St. Vincent, or of doing any injury to the per- 
fons or property of any of the inhabitants thereof, or of attempting 
any mifchief whatfoever to the public or to individuals, they will in- 
cur his Majefty’s higheft difpleafure, and forfeit all claim to his gra- 
cious protection and favour, and be expofed to the fevereft punifhments. | 
And they are hereby warned not to Iiften or put faith in any reports 
or infinuations tending to diminifh that juft confidence and reliance | 
upon his Majefty’s goodnefs towards them, which it becomes them to | 
preferve, and on which their fafety depends; but to put all truft and ! 
confidence in the aflurances which they have or may receive from his 
Majefty’s Commiffioners for the fale and difpofal of lands in thefe | 
iflands, who derive their inftruétions from the crown, concerning the 
faid Caraibes, Free-Mulattocs, and Free Negroes, and-the feveral ar- | 

































rangements neceflary to be made refpecting them. | | 
Given at the Government-houfe, St. Vincent, this reth day of | 
June, 1769, and in the ninth year of his Majefty’s reign. | | 


By his Honour’s command. ; | | | | ‘ 
(James Ilford) | ) | | 


Uzysses FiTzMAURICE, 
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Report of the Commiffioners for the Sale of Lands in the 
© Ceded Iflands to the Lords of the Treafury, dated Dormi- 
nica, 16 OF, 1771. | 


To the Right Hon, the Lords Commiffioners of his Majefty’s Treafury- 


The Report of the Commiffioners. for Sale and Difpofal of Lands in the 
Ceded and Neutral Iflands, concerning the Gharibbs of St. Vincent. 


ÆN obedience to your Lordfhip’s inftruCtions to us, on the 25th of 
À January laft, relative to the Charibbs, we proceeded in the execu- 
tion thereof, by fixing a time for the meeting of the Chiefs, and moft 
fenfible perfons amongft them, at Morni Garou, on the borders of the 
country which they claim; and having given this previous notice, we: 
met on the day appointed about forty of the Black Charibbs, inha- 
biting the internal parts of the ifland, under the conduct of one named. 
Chatoyé, a perfon efteemed to have the moît influence amongit them, 
-and they of Grand Sable the moft confiderable diftri@. After explain- 
ing to them very fully his Majefty’s difpleafure at the pretended pur- 
chafes made from fome among them, without his previous approba- 

‘tion (which feemed to them very agreeable to hear, as the Charibbs in. 
‘general are averfe to thefe purchafes taking place, and would even oppote 
-them by force) and after explaining to them very fully his Majefty’s gra- 
‘cious intention of preferving and defending them in their liberties, and of 
‘confirming them in the pofieffion of certain lands, neceflary and conveni- 
ent for their fubfftance, and alfo of making them prefents in money for 

fuch lands as they fhould relinquifh, we propofed their yielding to us 

that part of the ifland called Morni Garou, extending as far as Point 

Efpagnol, at the north end of the ifland, a tract which we had reafon 

to think might contain about four thoufand acres of practicable land: 

and as this part of the country was chiefly claimed by thofe Charibbs 
then aflembled, we offered in his Majefty’s name, as a recompence for 

it, to confirm to them the whole of the land inhabited by them, and 

woods adjacent, in the diftriét of Morni, Efpagnol, Rabaca, and Grand 

Sable, which we promifed fhould never be taken from them.; and that. 

K they; 
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they might-be permitted to fell it on obtaining the King’s licence. 
We alfo offered a prefent in money of one thoufand Johanneffes, or 
thirty fix fhilling pieces, to be divided amongft them. We efteemed 
this as a very advantageous offer on the part of the Charibbs, as in the 
whole extent of country which we afked, there is no fettlement pof- 
fefled by a Black Charibb, the only inhabitants there being two or 
three free negroes, who live on {mall {pots formerly cleared by fome of 
the Charibbs, and under whom they now hold their land ; andin or- 
der to obviate any difficulties thefe perfons might raife, we offered to 
provide fome other land for them, 1n cafe it fhould be neceflary to re- 
move them from their fettlements. Some Red Charibbs had been for- 
merly fettled in this part, but having received money from thofe ad- 
venturers who have been trying to force themfelves into thofe lands, 
have now entirely quitted, and no perfon made any claim on their be- 
half. We alfo thought that the offer of confirming to them the whole 


of the lands in the parts where they were fettled, would be readily ac-. 


‘cepted, as they would thereby be quite feparate from the white inha- 
bitants; a point they have always appeared to think of great impor- 
tance. On afking whether they were willing to agree to our propofal, 
‘we were greatly furprized to find them in a fixed refolution not to con- 
fent to our fettling any part of the country claimed by them; 
which they fteadily adhered to, notwithftanding our endeavours, by 
many arguments, to prevail on them to alter their fentiments. On our 
departure, we defired them to return to their habitations, and confult 
further with the reft of the people, and if they fhould alter their refo- 
tion, to acquaint us of it within ten days, otherwife we fhould confider 
them as perfifting in their refufal ; fince which we have heard nothing 
concerning them, and therefore-conclude they are determined not to 


-confent to any terms. 


We were greatly aftonifhed at this refufal, as we had good reafon 
‘to think, fromthe declarations of many of them, particularly Chatoyé, 
the Chief then prefent, that they would have confented ; and can only 
attribute this behaviour to the influence of one amongft them, who 
had been refident in Martinico from his infancy, and had been fervant 
to feveral French officers, who was lately returned and fettled in the 
Charibb country. On our demanding whether they acknowledged 
themfelves fubje@s of the King of Great Britain, and defiring to AL 

4 | whether 
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whether they would take the oath of allegiance, this perfon fpoke for 
them, and anfwered in the negative; and faid they were independent 
of either the King of Great Britain, or of F rance, but at the fame time 
they confeffed a great partiality to the French, and declared they had 
been ordered by the Governor of Martinico not to give up any land; 
and that he had promifed to proteét them. 

We are now convinced by the whole tenor of their behaviour, that 
all treaty and negociation, though on the moft juft and humane terms, 
will be fruitlefs; and in cafe it fhall be thought expedient to oblige 
them to fubmit to his Majefty’s government, or to yield up any 
part of the land they claim, it cannot be done without a fufficient force 
to terrify them into obedience. And we are of Opinion, that their pofi- 
tive refufal to agree on the terms offered by us, on behalf of the 
Crown, or to take the oaths of allegiance, added to their avowed at- 
tachment to the French, makes it abfolutely neceflary for the fecurity 
‘of the lives and property of the inhabitants, that fome fteps fhould 
immediately be taken to prevent their committing outrages un- 
punifhed. | 


We conceive it to be impoffible that fo fmall an ifland can long. 


continue divided between a civilized people and favages, who are 
bound by no ties of law or religion; and who, from their fituation 
among woods, are even exempted from fear of punifhment. Every day 
produces fome great inconvenience to the civilized inhabitants, by 
their flaves being enticed away, and harboured by thefe favages; and a 
declaration of a war with France threatens almoft inevitable ruin to 
the colony, as experience teaches us, that the efforts of the French 
would not be wanting in ftirring up fuch an enemy. 

And we think that the fale of the lands is no longer the moft im- 
portant object, but the honour of the Crown now becomes concerned 
for the protection of its fubjects, againft a race of lawlefs people, who, 
when prompted by liquor, or ill-defigning perfons, may commit any 
kind of violence without being fubject to controul. 

We do not prefume to prefcribe any particular meafures to your 
Lordfhips, but generally take the liberty of obferving, that in our opi- 
nion, the moft effectual means of reducing them to obedience, will be 
to carry a road through their country, under the protection of a fufi- 
cient military force; and after allotting them proper lands for eke com- 

ortable 
























































1) 
a 
| | CAS 
; | | fortable fubfiftance, to fell the remainder ; which will very .amply re- 
Bi pay the expences incurred by the arrangement, and contribute to keep 
À | # them in order, by mixing white inhabitants amongit them. Weare, | 
A with great refpect, Right Honourable Lords, | 
“BI 
eB | . Your Lordfhips 
e | _moft obedient, and 
‘à j moft humble fervants, 
A WILLIAM YOUNG, 
1 il Commiffioners Office at | OHN HUNT, 
| i. Dominica, 16 O& 17714 . ROBERT WYNNE, 
tt WILLIAM HEWITT- 
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Report of Mr. Maitland, and other perfons concerned rit ibe 
— Tfland of St. Vincent, to the Earl of Hillfborough. 


To the Right Hon, the Earl of. Hillfoorough one of bee Majefty's principal 
SoxcnG pees | Secretaries of States. PAU ae 


My Lorp, 


7 OUR Lordfhip having defired our opinion concerning the ex~ 
_pediency of continuing the Black Charibbs upon, or the necef- 
fity of removing them from the ifland'of St. Vincent, and if to be re- 
moved, where to be fent; we beg leave to obferve that the negroes, 
called the Black Charibbs, are in pofieftion of full two thirds of the 
cultivable and richeft land in the ifland, which they have frequently de- 
clared their refolution not to quit one foot of; fo that if they fhould 
_by any temporary force be compelled to yield up any part of their claim, 
they will, we apprehend, re-aflert their pretended rights as foon as that 
force is removed, or their friends the French give them any fupport. 
- So great a proportion of the ifland being in the hands of perfons who 
can in no manner contribute to the fupport of the government of the. 
ifland, either by paying their quota of the taxes, or by rendering their 
perfonal fervices, neceffarily throws an heavy burthen upon a very few, 
particularly as. to the perfonal fervices which are confined to his ‘Ma- 
jefty’s natural born fubjects ; the other white inhabitants being incapa- 
ble, through their ignorance of the Englifh language and cuftoms, of 


performing. thofe duties. We farther beg leave to obferve to your 


Lordfhip, that the parts of the ifland now in a ftate of cultivation, and. 


offefied by white perfons, are the moft broken parts of the country ; 
and that the weight of taxes has hitherto fallen fo heavily upon the 
proprietors of thofe tracts, that the legiflature of the ifland have not 
yet been able to raife a fund for erecting a jail, court houfe, and other 
neceflary public buildings, nor can (as we conceive) this bufinefs be 
ever accomplifhed in the prefent ftate of the ifland; the. conftant ex- 
pences of its government being the fame, and the revenue to fupport 
them being to be raifed from means incapable of bearing greater ex- 
aGions. Wertherefore think, that if the Black Charibbs were even di- 
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( 42 ) 
vetted of attachments to any other nation, and were well affected to 
wards us, ftill' the colony would ceafe to flourifh while’ they remained 
in it; and. probably would not long maintain the credit and -con{e- 
quence it has already obtained. We hold ourfelves juitified in this af- 
fertion, by the {top put to the progrefs of the cultivation and fettle- 
ment of the colony’ for the laft two years, during which time, neither 
the number of inhabitants, or the quantity of produce has increafed ; 
the firft appearing by the mufter roll of the militia, and the other by 
‘the Cuftom-houfe books. PSS 
We therefore beg leave to offer it.as sour opinion to your Lordfhip; 
that even fuppofing it practicable to eradicate from the minds of the 
Black, Charibbs their prefent prejudices, and to reduce them to a tem 
.. Afla ift ever. prevent its. 
farther progrefs towards a ftate of profperity. In point of confequence,. 
it might then hold its prefent ftandard; but.can never exceed it, 
_ But from our, knowledge of the temper, difpofition, and prejudices 
of thofe favages, wedo not hold our. property.in the ifland of St. Vin= 
cent, or the lives of the white inhabitants, to be for a day fecure froma. 
their ,depredations “and cruelty: : As the grounds, of this our opinion; 
we beg leave to reprefent to. your Lordfhip, that with a tincture of vas. 
much of the Popith religion as was necellary to infufe into them: the 
trongeft prejudices againft perfons they term Heretics, they have from 
their infancy conceived’ an attachment to the Frénch, and their governs 
ment, which has in no manner been diminifhed fince the ceffion of. the 
ifland; .as they have conftantly kept up an intercourfe with the F rench 
in their fettlements, and have refufed to hold the leaft communication 
with the King’s fubjects, notwithftanding;the pains taken by his Ma- 
jefty’s Commuiffioners, and by the legiflative bady of the land; and not. 
withftanding the feparate attempts of the principal inhabitants of the 
ifland, to conciliate their minds, and reconcile them to our, governent 


and people. ‘The.policy. of the French not permitting them to teach 
thefe favages any thing more of religion than anfwered the purpofe of 
prejudice, there fubfifts among them the utmoft barbarity,, which is 
not only practifed by them upon each other, ‘without any other punifh- 
ment than what may arife from retaliation, but they, after encourag= 
ing our flaves to run away, have (upon their refufal to work for them, 
or to go off to the French iflands to be fold) cruelly murdered. them ; 
up ‘ an 
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( 43 ) 
and though the Magiftrates have at times received fall informations of 
the facts, and of the names and places of abode of the perpetrators, 
yet they have not been able to procure their warrants to be executed, 
no conftable or civil officer daring to approach the criminal, or even to 
enter their. country on fuch an errand; we do not conceive it pofiible 
to bind them to any terms, by ties: either politic or religious. In fup- 
port of this opinion, we muft obferve to your Lordfhip, that upon the 
ceflion of the ifland, when the fate of thefe favages feemed yet unde- 
termined, they not only fhewed the ftrongeft tokens of humility in 
their declarations and behaviour, but feemed eager to embrace the terms 
offered by government, which were to admit them to take the oaths of 
allegiance, and to be received as fubjects ; accordingly great numbers of 
à them took the oaths, and at the fametime fhewed, by their own expla- 
nations, that they perfectly underftood what they were about ; and ex- 
prefled themfelves much favoured and obliged by the footing on which 
they were put,' readily confented to give up fuch-lands as they could 





not themfelves cultivate. À ie LORS | 
: For a time they fhewed no other inftance of difaffection, but by keep- 
ing up their intercourfe with the French fettlements, and declining the 
famé: with the inhabitants of the ifland; but: as foon as four companies 
ofthe regiment ftationed at St. Vincent, were fent to’ Dominica, 
they immediately took up'arms, and contrary to that allegiance they had 
jut before fwern’ to, ftopt the furveyors from proceeding in their bu- 
finefs, took prifoners a party of forty foldiers, encamped to proteét the 
furveyors) difavowed all allegiance to the King, to any fubjection to the 
laws in exprefs and pofitive terms. The Commiffioners being forbid by 
their inftructions to ufe any force againft the Charibbs, the Commander 
of ‘the ifland thou ght himfelf obliged to defift from: any hoftilities, and 
enter into a treaty with the favages, by which they were promifed that’ 
no roads, or furthey furveys, fhould be made for the prefent in the wood 
lands, if they would fuffer the troops they had furrounded to return, 
which was accordingly done. Elated with this fuccefs, and prefuming 
on'the moderation of government, they no longer thought it neceflary 
to carry even the appearance of fubjection, but immediately difpatched. 
an embafly to Count D’Ennery; the Governor of Martinique, to.inform 
him that they were now ready to cut off the Englifh, and deftroy all 
theirfettlement, To the humanity and honour of that officer (who 
ig difmiffed 
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the Charibb Chiefsewith: not only the ftrongeft expreffions ‘of horror: 
at their propofal, but with threats) we hold ourfelves indebted for the 
prefervation of our eftates and lives. Upon this repulfe, the favages 
again affected an humble tone, but fill kept up a communication with. 
the French fettlements, and conftantly brought from thence, in return 
for the tobocco and fowls they fold, fire arms and ammunition. About 
this time the legiflature of the ifland paffed a law for raifing a Militia. 


‘To this event we firft conceived we owed the fubjection to which the, 


Charibbs feemed to be reduced ; for they, about the fame time, fent 
their Prieft to the Commiffioners, and to fome of the principal inhabi- 
tants of the ifland, to aflure them, they were fenfible of their error ; 
that they had been mifled ; and that they were then ready to fubmit in. 
any manner the Commiffioners required, both by giving up their lands, 
and acknowledging the King’s fovereignty. But it was foon difcovered 
that thefe appearances were but an artifice to conceal the treachery they 
were then meditating, for there being at that, time a difpute between: 
the courts of England and Spain, about Falkland’s Ifland, which it: 
was thought would terminate in an open rupture, and that the French 
would take a part in the war: the Charibbs were well informed of 
thefe circumftances, and fome of their Chiefs were conftantly in waiting: 
at Martinique, for orders from the-new French Governor, Count 
D'Ennery, being at that time recalled: but the bufinefs being accom- 
modated between the two courts, and Sir William Young going out 
foon after, with inftruétions ftill more favourable to the Charibbs than 
any of. the former, or than they feemed ever to have thought of them- 
felves, a fair opportunity now offered for their confirmation of their 
promifes, but they thought it no longer neceflary to continue the deceit. 
As to the manner in which they received Sir William Young, and the, 


other Commiflioners, about the month of June laft, at a congrefs: 


which they feemed. only. to confider as an embafly from one ftate to 
another, difclaiming again the King’s fovereignty over them, and 
avowing their refolution not to fuffer any of. the wood lands-to be fold, 
their refulal to accept.any of the prefents offered by the Commiffioners, 
in token of amity; and the little referve fhewn by them, in declaring: 
that they were acting under the influence of the Governor: of Marti- 
nique; we beg leave to refer your Lordfhip for farther particulars 


to the report which your Lordfhip may have received from br 
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of Commiffioners. ‘The danger in which the legiflature of St. Vincent 
confiders that ifland to be in at this inftant is fully fet forth in their late 
memorial, to which we alfo beg leave to refer your Lordthip. 

From the circumftances we have related, and from many others 
which tend to our conviction, though too tedious to enumerate to your 
Lordthip, we are perfuaded that no act or meafure of government 
can preferve the tranquillity of the ifland of St. Vincent, and put the 
property and lives of the inhabitants out of the danger of the inroads 
of the Black Charibbs, but their abfolute and immediate removal from: 
the ifland. As tothe keeping them in order.by a fuperior force, we 
muft beg leave to obferve to your Lordthip,. that the number of men 


able to bear arms double that of the colony. French deférters from _ 


the regiments at Martinique have been feen among them, from which 
we conclude, they are trained to the ufe of arms; we therefore do not 
think, that even whilft there continues a peace between Enyland and 
France, that the peace of the iffand can be fecured with lefs than two: 
regiments; and in time of war, we cannot fay what force will be necef- 
fary for the purpofe; for the Black Charibbs being in poffeflion of a 
great part of the coaft, the enemy will at all times be fecure ‘of a. 
landing, and of being conduéted by them to the back of our fettle- 
ments, in fpite of any force. St. Lucia is not above fix or feven leagues. 
to the northward of St. Vincent, and the northernmoft bay. of thé laft is. 
m the poffeffion of the favages. a à sé | 
~ Should the Black Charibbs be once remaved from the ifland, we con. 
ceive we then fhall be able to put the Yellow Charibbs, or Aborigines, | 
upon a footing as advantageous to St.‘ Vincent, as the frée negroes in 
Jamaica are upon to that ifland ; for the French, confidering the Yellow 


_ Charibbs too. infignificant to do them either good'or harm,, have left 


them free from the prejudices they have inftilled into the others, by 
which they remain fit objects for our fervice; as-well:as for'our humanity 
and care ; being inferior in number to the Whites. already. fettled: in: the 
ifland, we fhall be under no apprehenfions of danger from them.. 
Should it be his Majefty’s gracious’ will to remove thofe favages, the 
Black Charibbs, from the ifland, we think. it would be as confiftent with. 


his Majefty’s prefent intentions, as his Majefty’s former humane conduét- 


towards them, to permit them to name their own place of retreat, if 
they.choofe to doit; fo as fuch choice does not tend to endanger the other. 
oe M. colonies, 
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colonies, or caufe any breach of the treaties fubfifting between Eng- 
land and other other ftates. For as it is known that they have at times 
fuppofed that government intended to act in an hoftile manner againft 
them, and as their requeft, at the laft peace, to retire to the ifland St. 
Lucia, was refufed by the French Governor, it cannot, we apprehend, 
be doubted, but they have fixed upon fome other afylum, to which it is 
probable they would now give the preference. r 

Should they not be immediately prepared to make fuch a choice, or 


fhould they not immediately agree among themfelves upon a place to re-. 


tire to, or fhould they name one exceptionable to government, we 
conceive that the removing them to the part of the world from whence 
their anceftors came, would as much correfpond with their own incli- 
nations, as with the clemency of his Majefty’s purpofes. And we think 
that any unoccupied tract,of 10,000 acres of wood land, upon any part 
of the coaft of Africa, having one or more rivers running through it, 
would afford them all the neceflaries of life which they have been ac- 
cuftomed to. The climate being the fame as that of St. Vincent, makes 
cloathing no more neceflary to them than before; and by living on a fea 
coaft, they would have the fame opportunity of fupporting themfelves 
by fifhing, as they have now in St. Vincent. Or they might be placed on 
the ifland of St. Matthew, fituated in lat. 2. 31. S. an ifland of much 
the fame fize as St. Vincent, is totally uninhabited; and, as we un- 
derftand, claimed by no particular power, farther than what the Portu- 
guefe may pretend to from their being the firft difcoverers ; and which 
right, we prefume, gives them an equal title to St. Helena, and other 
parts not now in their poffeffion, though firft difcovered by them. 


. Weare, &c. : 


RICHARD MAITLAND, Agent, 
RICHARD OTTLEY, 

- JAMES GORDON, 

C. P. SHARPE. > 

WILLIAM FITZPUGH. 
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Copie d'une Lettre de la part du Commandant de St... Lucie, au Got- 
-  verneur et Confeillers Caraybes à l'Ile de St. Vincent. 


Au Gouvernement de St. Lucie ce Sept. 1771. 


\OMPERE Nous, notre Grand Général m'aporté plainte que plu- 

fleurs: Caraybes, auxquels fa bonté paternel avoit permis de venir 
voir Me Fort Royal, où ils fe font bien comportés, avoit fait une defcente 
en s’en allant a St. Pierre à la Caze Navire, où ils s’étoient ‘difputés avec 
un Papa, et qué de la quelques Caraybes, ont; pris la hardiefle de tirer 
des fléches fur nos amis habitans de lendroit, qui. ont été obligé de 
les: chafler à coups de fufils fans balles,. ne voulant pas leur faire mal, 
parceque nos gens fçavent bien, Comperes Nous, que vous allez tout de 
fuite connoitre ceux qui ont faits-faute, et [que vous les. punirez pour 
avoir manqué aux bons ordres et avis: .que--vous.. Jeur donnés en par-= 
tant: d’étre fages. -Aïnfi je vous-previens, -Comperes Nous, qui fi vos 
gens s’avifent encore de faire mal,/et de ne. pas refpecter la grande bonté 
et amitié de notre General lor {qu’ ils feront: à.. la Martinique, il, defen- 
dera et empechera par des gros coups de. canons .que les. piroques Ca- 


raybes. ne) mouillent au. Fort, Royal, ni a, St. Pierre, .nidans aucun. 


mouillage de toute la Martinique. Comperes Nous, j’ jen ferai autant ; et 
vous avertis que je ne baillerai- point. de congé, .fi une autre fois notre 
Grand GARE n'eft pas content... ous b: 


x? 
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GONG er IAB Of ek 97 * Commandant à St. Lucie, 
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Aux Gouverneurs et Confeillers Caraybes,.. Bare- . 
mont, Bigot fils, Maffolier, vieux “Gabriel, et! 
Pierre la Goudriere, Saladon, Jofeph, Francois, 
. Joachin, et Jean Pierre des Parties du Vent Sous 
le Vent, et du Go Enbou. 

à l'Ile de St. Vincent. 
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Le MY LORD 


ginal letter from the Governor of St. Lucia, under a very extraor- 
dinary addrefs, which ‘was intercepted, and has been fent to me by the 
Prefident commanding at St. Vincent.’ Itis obvious by this letter that 
the French have encotiraged, and atknowledged the Charibbs to be an 
independént ‘people, anid feems’ toeonfirm the fufpicions! that have 
beén long entertained of? their influence on their conduct. “As Tam 
afraid it will be impoffible’ to bring thofe favages to a proper fenfe of 
duty to his Majefty, by acknowledging his Sovereignty, and accepting 
of his favour and protection) F muff beg’ Mave to fubmit to your Lords 
fhip’s confideration, whether it'might not'be proper to take forme fteps 
to force thefe people: to"obedience, finéé the gentle methods that were 
pradtifed by Sir William Young had not'the defired effec, but, on the 
contrary, were looked upon to have proceeded from timidity ;’ and ag 
the regiments on this Government are expected fhortly to-be relieved, 
and we have fo refpeëtable a fleet in thefe/feas, with the ftate of tran- 
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Letter from Governor Leyborue to the Earl of Hillfoorough. ; 





4 déc ni 14.1 Grenada, 30 Nevember, 1771. ! 
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oT PAIN K it my datyl to ‘tranfinit' to your Lordthip the inclofed oris 





quillity that now fabfifts.with our neighbours, if force is ever to be | 


ufed, Jam humbly.of.opinion there is no time fo proper as upon the | 
relief of the troops. RARE | 
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The Humble Addrefs and Memorial of the Council and Afembly of the 


Ifland of St. Vincent to His Majefty, on the fubjeét of the Charibbs, 
in that Ifland. 


May it pleafe your Majefty. 


X JE your Majefty’s loyal and dutiful fubjeéts the Council and Af- 
fembly of this your ifland of St. Vincent, on behalf of our- 
felves, and every other inhabitant of this infant Colony, beg leave again 
to approach your Moft Excellent Majefty, and to reprefent to you in 
the ftrongeft terms the dangers with which we are furrounded, in order 
that your Majefty may. (before it is too late) direct fuch vigorous mea- 
fures to be taken, as we apprehend can alone fecure the tranquillity of 
this ifland, or preferve the lives and properties of your faithful fubjects. 
And whatever reluctance we have to interrupt by our complaints, that 
happinefs which we pray your Majefty may ever enjoy, yet a regard to. 
the truft repofed in us for the common good of this Colony, will not 
permit us to be filent under circumitances fo alarming as the prefent : 
being anxious that whenever any of thofe dreadful events happen,, 
which we too well forefee, we may at leaft be confcious of having dif- 
‘charged our duty, and left nothing in our conduct, either to reproach 
ourfelves with, or to expofe us to the cenfure of others, who muft 
fuffer in the general ruin. | | 
The fears and apprehenftons expreffed in our former addrefs to you 
Majefty, with refpeét to the Charibbs of this ifland, are now become 
certain dangers ; and the acquifition of their lands (however valuable 
it might prove to your Majefty’s revenue) has for fome time paft been 
only a fecondary, and very inferior object, having yielded to a more 
important and natural confideration, the fecurity of our property, and. 
the fafety of our perfons. For, by the facts which are to be the fub- 
ject of our prefent addrefs, we are perfuaded that your Majefty will 
obferve with concern the unhappy fituation of your fubjects, and will 
at the fame time be convinced, that the only alternative left this day to. 
the Britifh Crown, is this, either tamely to acknowledge that it has no. 
right of Sovereignty in the lands of the Charibbs, or to confider them. 
as a neft of moft dangerous and infolent rebels, 
| N Encouraged. 
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. Bncouraged and fupported by a few individuals (who, regatdlefs of 
your Majeity’s rights, and of the public fecurity, have made private 
contracts with thefe favages for the lands they occupy, through your 
Royal Clemency) the Charibbs are now taught to deny the right of the 
Britifh Crown to the moft confiderable part of the ifland of St. Vin- 
cent, and to affect an independent neutrality, as well as an exemption 
from all civil jurifdiétion or .fubordination whatfoever; yet a few 
months fince, when we daily expeéted to be involved in war, they but 
too plainly betrayed the ftrong attachment. they had to that nation, with 
whofe fubjeéts and language they have been fo long converfant, and 
whofe intereft they are ready at any time to efpoufe, to the prejudice of 
thofe of your Majefty, and to the facrifice of our lives and fortunes. 
It was not to your Majefty’s Governor, but to the Governor at Mar- 
tinique, that-they reforted at that jun@ure; it was not ‘your alliance 
and protection, but that of France, they then courted; in a word, it 
was with the French, and not with'us, they offered to join arms, when 
they expected a rupture between the two nations. ‘The good reception 
and encouragement they met with from the French General, was hardly 
juftifiable even at that feafon; but the continuance of their intercourfe 
in the midit of peace, and the ftyle of the correfpondence lately difco- 
vered between the Governor of St. Lucia and thefe rebellious people, 
‘are infults offered to your Majefty’s-Crown, and the cleareft DE of 
the advantages the French intend to defive, in time of war, by preferv- 
ing a good underftanding with the Charibbs. In this fituation, what 
fafety, what tranquillity can we hope for? What have we not to fear, 
furrounded by lawlefs favages in ftrength and number far fuperior to 
ourfelves, and now notorioufly at the difpoial, and ready implicitly to 
obey the commands of a foreign enemy. x 

From thefe cireumftances, your Majefty will little wonder at the re- 
‘peated ill fuccefs which your Commiffoners have met with in their 
treaties with the Charibbs. Not content with refufing to relinquifh 
the leaft part of thofe vaft traëts of land, which they holdin a man- 
| ner ufelefs to themfelves, and prejudicial to your Majeftÿ in every ref- 
i pect, they have at laft, in a folemn mécting of ‘their Chiefs, given 

| their final determination not to accept of your proffered protection, 
i or gracious intentions towards them, and never to fwear allegiance to 
ii your Majefty, or confider themfelves as governed by, or fubjett to the 
Crown 
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Crown of Great Britain. And juft now, when a due attention to your 
Majefty’s rights, and to the fafety of this ifland, had induced the le- 
giflature to exert their authority to compel the intruders to quit poflef= 
fion of the Crown lands, the Charibbs, inftigated no doubt by 
thofe difappointed adventurers, have again blocked up the road clofe to 
the windwardmoft fettlement made by your Majefty’s fubjects. Thus 
are we daily expofed to the infults of favages, who, whilft they travel 
armed and unmolefted through our country at pleafure, forbid us every 
intercourfe or communication with their lands; and we are forced 
tamely to fubmit (within the narrow compafs of a fmall ifland) to fee 
a diftinét race of lawlefs people pafs and repafs amongft us, over whom 
(let them commit what foul crimes or diforders they pleafe) our civil 
- policy has neither jurifdiétion nor authority. | 
Permit us to obferve, with all due refpect, that your Majefty’s fub- 
jects in this ifland purchafed the Crown lands at no inconfiderable prices; 
and that they have adventured their health and fortune, and ftrained 
their utmoft credit, in the profecution of fettlements already beneficial, 
and likely to be extremely advantageous to your Majefty’s Revenue. 
This they did under firm affurance of your royal protection ; and that 
nothing would be wanting to put their perfons and properties on as fe- 
cure a footing as thofe of fubjects in the fifter iflands. ‘They hoped 
too, that ere long the moft valuable parts of the ifland were to be fet- 
-tled in like manner, by other Britifh fubjects, whofe numbers would 
have added ftrength and fecurity to the poffeffions of the whole; and 
who, by bearing a fhare of the public taxes and duties, would in fome 
meafure have eafed the firft fettlers from a burthen which they are but 
little able to fupport. Inftead of thefe profpects, we have the melan- 
choly one of beholding our lives and properties left to the mercy of fa- 
vages, bound by no ties civil or religious, difaffeéted to your Majefty, 
and ill-difpofed towards your fubjects; of feeing the whole extenfive 
-windward fide of the ifland in their poffeffion, and likely ever to re- 
main in a ftate of nature, ufelefs to your Majefty, and dangerous to our- 
felves; of finding ourfelves without a military force fufficient to re- 
duce the Indians to obedience, or even to defend us againft them in 
cafe of an attack ; and of forefeeing, that if thefe our inteftine ene- 
mies are ftill fuffered to remain in the country on their prefent footing, 
a declaration of war between your Majefty and the Crown of France, 
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at any future day, will be opened with the immediate deftruction of all 
your Majefty’s rights, and our poffeffions, and perhaps too with the 
maffacre of all your fubje@s in this ifland of St. Vincent. 

- It is not for us to dictate to the wifdom of your Majefty’s Councils, 
what meafures to refolve on in fo dangerous a crifis, yet we cannot but 
obferve, that the fuffering fuch a feparate empire as thefe Indians claim, 
within your Majefty’s dominions, is not only incompatible with the 
fafety of your fubje&s, but highly derogatory from the honour and 
dignity of the Britifh Crown; that lenity, and every humane expedient 
to bring them to a reafonable fubjeétion, has now been long tried with- 
out fuccefs ; that with natures incapable of gratitude or fentiment, the 
mild hand of benevolence evidently lofes its effect; and laftly, that a 
continuance of the fame indulgences to the Charibbs will only ferve (as 
it has already done) to increafe their infolence, and cannot fail of being 
eventually the greateft cruelty to the fubjects of this ifland. 


HEN. SHARPE, Prefident. 
JOHN GILBERT, Speaker of the Ailembly. 


Extraët 
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ÆExiroët of a letter from Gov. Melvill to Lord Hillfoorough, dated Gre. 
; nada, 5th fuly, 1770. 





I Obferve what your Lordfhip fays, in relation to the free negroes or 
À black inhabitants of St. Vincent (who having partly intermixed 
With the native Yellow Indians, are pretty commonly ftiled here the 
* Black Charibbs, and fometimes in England the Wild Negroes). 
-: Thére have been lately here, about 56 of the moft fenfible of them, 
in three different boats, and they have been at much pains with me, 
to exprefs their high refpect for, and obedience to his Majefty’s go- 
vernment, denying any attachment to the French; and faying that this 
is only alledged againit them by their enemies, who want to fell or 
buy their lands, and have made the King angry with them, who gave 
fuch good orders about them at firft, and would not have taken any of 
their lands from them, but have left them quietly to poffefs them, or 
fell. them at their own price; meaning thereby, as I wnderftood, 
chiefly, if not entirely, the parcels of land which they a&ually occupy, 
and are living on. In anfwer, ‘I did allow their having behaved them- 
felves very quietly at all times while I have been in the government, 
but reproached them with three things. 
Firft, That they had not obeyed, but iñ a very fmall number, a 
proclamation which I had iffued, in conformity to his Majefty’s in- 
ftruétions, and by the advice of the Council of St. Vincent, in 1767, 
requiring them to come in and take the oaths, as faithful fubjects to 
King. 
Some) That they had been always in the practice of carrying on 
an illicit trade with the French iflands, and bringing fire arms and 
ammunition from them. And : 4 

‘Laftly, That they had obftructed, and at laft prevented, the com- 
pleating of a road in their country, and other operations by his Ma- 
jefty’s Commiffioners, acting by his Majefty’s orders. 

As to the firft, fome only aflerted their not having heard of, others 
their not having well underftood the proclamation ; but all affirmed, 
that it did not proceed from any attachment to the King of France, 
or a want of 7f to our King. 
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As to the fecond, they did not deny it, but endeavoured to extenuate 
their intercourfe with the French iflands, by faying.it was not fo great 
as alledged, but only that fome went to fell tobacco, and other little 
articles, which they could not do with us, and might fometimes bring back 
fire arms and ammunition, which was only for the ufe of killing game in 
the woods; perfifting likewife, that the ftory of the fkirmifh between 
the canoes and the Englifh floop, was an abfolute falfhood, as it 


really appears to have been. And, yw 


As to the laft of my charges, they faid they did not believe it was 
the King himfelf, but thofe that were their enemies, and had intereft 
to be againft them, that wanted tofellor buy their lands without their own 
confent; and which the King would not do, if he knew they were de- 
firous of remaining quiet and good fubjeéts. 

Whether thefe people have been perfuaded to hold this language by 
{ome perfons at St. Vincent, or induced by fome ideas getting amongit 
thern, that an extraordinary force is to be brought to over awe them, 
I know not; but although I never had, any inftruétions: relating to 
them, fince the general ones (which were fo indulgent and favourable) 
excepting an order to give the Commiffioners ‘all. proper fupport 
and afliflance in their operations refpecting them, yet I thought it 
a part of my general duty, as Governor of St. Vincent, to dif- 
mifs them, as far as I could, with {trong impreflions of obedience to 
the King; and therefore concluded with detailing to them the great 
power of his Majefty, as well as his eminent juftice, humanity, and 
goodnefs ; and ftrongly recommended to them, not only as a duty, 
but for their own fakes, to refpect and obey his authority in all cafes 
whatever, through the Commiffioners, or others. 

With {uch difpofitions they have apparently gone back, and I hope 
they will equally communicate them to all the ret. © 1 
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Extrad of a letter, from. the Earl of Hillfoorougn to Governor Melvill,. 


dated Whiteball, 21. April, 1770. 


6c 


HESE, Sir, are all the commands I have to. fignify to you 
from his Majefty, relative to the ifland of Grenada; nor am 
I yet able to give you any particular inftruétions with refpe@ to the ifland 
of St. Vincent, which, on ‘account. of its fituation with relpect to the 
Black Charibbs,! is fo much-an object’ of attention. 

‘ The meafures which it may be proper to purfue; for inducing thofe 
favages to acknowledge his Majefty’s-fovereignty, and to fubmit to the 
juft and humane conditions which have been’ offered to them, are now 
under confideration, and proper inftructions will be given uy time, for 
any operation it may be thought advifeable to enter upon.” Inthe mean 
time it ought to be well confidered, whether it may not be necéflary for 
the general fecurity of that ifland, that fome batteries fhould be erected 
for:the defence of the principal harbours and landing places, and what 
eannon and ftores will be wanted.\‘And as [have no papers before me, 
that will enable me to judge'with precifion of ‘what. may be féquifite 
for this purpofe, it is the King’ s pleafure, that if there is an engineer 
at Grenada that can: be fpared, he fhould be‘employed in making fuch 
furvey of the ifland of St. Vincent, as will enable you to make a fulk 
report to. me of what: fhall: be: judged'necefarÿ; both as to the places 
where it may:be proper tto:erect Selah hia “ai what cannon and ftores it 
will be proper to fend from hence.”.2920) "9092 of So 22 
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Letter from Lieutenant Governor Fitemaurice to the Earl of Hillfoorough, 
dated Grenada, 12th Feb. 1770. 


My Lorp, 


CXYINCE I have laft had the honour of writing: to your Lordthip, 
S concerning the Charibbs of St.» Vincent, no event has happened 
there, by which a judgment may be formed, what: their condu& is 
likely to prove, whenever his Majefty’s inftrwGions for the fale of ‘the 
lands, on the windward fide of that ifland, fhall be carried into exe- 
cution; at prefent, however, they appear to be quiet; nor has any 
difturbance happened in confequence of the:imprifonment of one: of 
their Chiefs, who is accufed of having fet fire to the houfe of a perfon 
in whom they formerly had confidence, but who they thought had be- 
trayed them. . 

In this fituation, [have not thought myfelf at liberty to make any 
requifition of troops. fromthe Commander in Chief of his) Majefty’s 
ferces in North America. But I ftill apprehend it will bé prudent, if 
not abfolutely necefiary, whenever meafures are taken for the difpofal 
of the lands claimed by the Charibbs, to have a greater force than is 
at prefent in thefe iflands, in order to retain them in that awe and 
fubmiffion to his, Majefty's pleafure concerning them, which the 
mildeft treatment-cannot alone infure from a people on whofe pros 
feffions there can be no dependence. + iy 


Iam, &c. 


ULYSSES FITZMAURICE. 


Extrad 
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Extrad from the Report of the Commifioners Jor the Sale of Lands jn the 
Ceded Ilands, to the Lords Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations, 
dated Fuly 26th, 1760. 

HY NG finifhed every thin g neceflary for this year at Grenada, 

we embarked for St. Vincent, where, in obedience to our 
inftructions from the Right Honourable the Lord Commiflioners of 
his Majetty’s Treafury, relating to the fettlement of the windward part 
of that ifland, before we attempted any meafures that might occafion 
the leaft alarm amongft the Charibbs, we had taken every “precaution 
directed by their Lordihips,. and ufed ‘all poffible means of making» 
them acquainted with his Majetty’s pracious difpofition towards them ; 
and for that purpoie employed different perfons, whom we thought to 
have the greateft influence over them as emiflaries; to explain the ar-: 
rangements intended; and had {everal interviews with many:of them 
in theirown country, where we went to meet. From-the temper ofthofe 
with whom we converfed, and the reports we had of the fentiments of 
the reft, we did not conceive any dificulty would arife in the ‘execu- 
tion of their Lordfhips inftruétions, we therefore direéted te Sure: 
veyors to begin a-road at the river Coubimaron, which is thé- boundary: 
of the country claimed by. the Charibhs, judging that the moft ufefil 
ftep to fet out with, as it would open a communication with the fet. 
tled part of the ifland, and thereby render the land more valuable, 

‘give an opportunity of difcovering the number and fituation of the: 

Charibbs, and at the fame time greatly facilitate the furvey of -the 

country. With this road the Surveyors) proceeded. to «a place called: 

Maflerica, about cisht miles dftant,; ina ftrait line. from. where they 

began. In the courte of their work they were met with fome few In- 

dians, who appeared difcontented at:the progref lof the road, and 
heard rumours of an intended Oppoñtion to the: continuation of it, 
which induced us to requeft of the Governor. of the ifland, ‘a party of 
folders to protect the Surveyors in the execution of their duty. After. 
the party was granted, the bufinefs was for fome time carried on: 
without interruption, or further thew of difcontent amongft the Cha-.: 
ribbs, in fo much that it was judged inconvenient and unneceflary,, 

| that: 
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fhat the regiment fhould have a large detachment at fo great a diftance 
from the barracks, no: more than a Serjeant’s guard was, continued. 
On the approach of the Surveyors near Mafferica, it was thought pro- 
per to build fome new huts, and to advance the foldiers more into the 
country, that they might be at hand, to give any affiftance, if required. 
This occafioned frefh difcontents, and it was therefore judged neceflary 
to increafe the guard to the number of forty men; who, on march to- 
wards the huts prepared for their reception, were ftopped by fome of 
the Black Indians, acquainting them, that a large party was affembled, 
and determined to oppofe their taking poffeffion of the huts; and that 
they would not fuffer the Englifh to carry on the road into the country, 
or to have any fettlement there ; and that they did not acknowledge any 
obedience to the King of Great Britain, or to the French King, being a 
free people. To thefe threats the foldiers paid no attention, but 
marched up to the poft, where they difcovered a party of Indians af- 
fembled, about three hundred in number, well armed, who after fome 
altercations, were prevailed’ upon by arguments, to retire to a fmall 
diftance, where they remained inarms. ‘Soon afterwards intelligence 
was brought to the Prefident of the ifland, that the Indians had fur- 
rounded the party pofted in the country, and cut off their communica- 
tion of the road, fo that no provifions or fuccours could be conveyed to. 
them, which occafioned aconfiderable alarm in the ifland, and it was judg- 
ed expedient to march out the remainder of the regiment to their relief. 
Sir William Young being the only Commiffioner on the ifland, thought 
proper, on behalf of the Board, to communicate to the Prefident our in- 
{tructions on this fubject, and was clearly of opinion, that nothing was 
to be undertaken in the prefent weak ftate of the colony, that might en- 
danger the peace and fecurity of; and that by the inftructions, no autho- 
rity was given'to commence hoftilities ; and as it appeared impracticable 
to carry into execution the plan for fettling that part of the country, in 
the manner directed by their Lordfhips (that is with a mild and gentle 
Fe hand) that he did no longer require the aid of bis Majefty’s troops to 
du | 1 fapport thesSurveyors ; as will appear by his letter to the Prefident, a 
; copy of which we have the honour herewith to tranfmit to your Lordfhip, | 
i and by. the other letters which are alfo fent, your Lordfhips may be-the | 
Ni better enabled to judge of the behaviour of the Charibbs on this occafion. | 
| At | 
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At a meeting of the Board foon afterwards, Sir William Young com- 
municated to the Commiffioners what had paft, and what he had de- 
clared on their behalf to the Prefident, which was unanimoufly approved 
of; and orders were immediately given to the Surveyors to defift from 
any further furveys in the country. | 

 Notwithftanding this caution, and thegreat pains fince taken to affure 
the Charibbs they would be permitted to remain. in perfect peace and tran- 


quillity till.the King’s further pléafure fhould be known, and that their. 


fafety and happinefs depended on their future good behaviour, they 
have even proceeded to acts of violence without the leaft provocation ; 
they have blocked up in many places the high road we had caufed to be 
traced into the country; burnt the houfes of a perfon employed by us on 
behalf of his Majefty, merely becaufe he had been ufeful in the fervice ; 
and have threatened other outrages, and particularly (as we have re- 
ceived intelligence) formed a defign to burn his Majefty’s barracks at 
Prince’s Bay, built at a very great expence, and in the center of a fettled 


part of the country, at a great diftance from what they inhabit or 


claim. 

The inftructions we have now from their Lordfhips, are, in our 
humble opinions, as proper any that could have been devifed, for the pur- 
pote of fettling the windward part of the country ; but experience now 
fhews us, that it will be impoffible, without imminent danger to the 
colony, to compleat any fettlements or arrangements with them, let 
the terms propofed be every fo tender or advantageous, without a force 
fufficient to reftrain and awe them into obedience; for which pur- 
pofe it will be highly neceffary to have a confiderable military force 
upon the ifland, before we again attempt to carry our inftructions into 
execution, as we find their numbers greatly exceed what we formerly 
apprehended. 

We have the greateft reafon to think that fuffering the Charibbs to re- 
main in their prefent ftate will be very dangerous, and may at fome pe- 
riod prove fatal to the inhabitants of the country, as-their fituation, fur- 
rounded with woods, makes anyaccefsto them, for the purpofe of executing 
juftice, totally impracticable ; and they will from thence be capable of 
ccmmitting all outrages unpunifhed; of harbouring the flaves of the in- 
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habithants of the ifland, as well as of all the neighbouring iflands; of 
fheltering amongft them vagabonds and deferters from the French; and,. 
in cafe of a rupture with France, it is probable, they will join in dif- 
trefling the inhabitants, and in attempting to conquer the ifland. 

We can now affure your Lordfhips, that the country 1s full as exten- 
five as it was even reprefented ; the foil excellent, and perfectly, well 
adapted to the cultivation of fugar; and if the plan of fettlement is car- 
ried into execution, will be equal to any of his Majefty’s. iflands 
in thofe feas, . 
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Reprefeatation of the Board of Trade to the King, dated 291h March, 1570. 


. To the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty. 
May it pleafe your Majefty, 


“WHE Commiffioners for the fale of your Majefty’s lands in the 

_ Ceded Iflands, in the Weft Indies, having made to us a report 
of their proceedinys in the laft year, in the execution of their com- 
miflion, which report we did not receive till this day, we think it our 
duty to lofe no time in humbly laying before your Majefty the artnexed: 
extract of fo much of the faid report as relates to their tranfactions in. 
the ifland of St. Vincent ; to the difficulties they met with in carrying 
their inftructions into execution in that ifland, from the oppoñtion 
given to the furvey thercof by the Black Charibbs ; and to the peril 
and danger to which the inhabitants of the faid ifland, and the fecurity 
of the ifland itfelf ftands expofed, from the hoftile and violent difpofition. 
of thofe favages ; and as we do entirely concur in opinion with your 
Majefty’s faid Commiffioners, that it will be impoflible, without immi- 
nent danger to the Colony, to complete the fettlement of that very 
important and valuable ifland, without fuch a confiderable military: 
force as fhall be fufficient to induce the faid favages to acknowledge 
your Majefty’s title to St. Vincent, and to fubmit to the meafures. 
ordered by your Majefty to be purfued for the fettlement of it: We 
therefore humbly beg leave to fubmit this matter to your Majefty, as. 
requiring immediate confideration. ' 

Which is moft humbly fubmitted, : 

; SOAME., JENYNS, 
| GEO. RICE, 
| | . | WM. FITZHERBERT, 

Whitehall, 29th March, 1770. — LISBURNE. 
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The Memorial of funury Proprietors of Lands in St. Vincent, now in 
London, in bebalf of themfelves and the Planters of that and. 


FT umbly Sheweth, 


HAT nearly two thirds of the cultivable and beft lands of St. 
Vincent, remain in the poffeffion ‘of the Black Charibbs, but 
a very {mall proportion of which has ever yet been cleared of woods, as 
may appear upon examination of a map in the poffeflion of Sir Wil- 
liam Young, his Majefty’s firft Commiffioner for the fale of lands in 
the Ceded Iflands. 19) 


- That by the culture of fuch lands as are at prefent, and muft for 


ever be unneceflary to that people, his Majefty’s revenue. will be 
greatly increafed; and, from the acceflion of inhabitants, the ifland 
may, in fome degree, be rendered defenfible. : RTS 
, That in obedience to his Majefty’s inftruétions to his Commiffioners 
to fell fuch lands as fhall remain unoccupied, after allotting to the 
Charibbs very fufficient quantities for. their fupport and: happinefs, 


every meafure had been purfued by-the Commiffioners that could tend, 
to conciliate their affections, and make them fenfble of his Majefty’s ~ 


moft gracious intentions refpeéting them. 


That they neverthelefs, from groundlefs fears and jealoufies, affem- 


bled in arms, very much to the terror of the inhabitants; that they 
denied the Sovereignty of the King, and obliged the Surveyors to retire 
with precipitation from that part of the country, as hath been before 
repreiented in an addrefs to his Majefty from the legiflature. 

“Phat. they. live without order, or any laws for their good govern- 
ment ; that the barbarities exercifed by them upon the native Indians, 
who firft afforded them proteétion, have been fuch, that the few who 
are left alive, have been compelled to feck an afylum amongft his Ma- 
jefty’s fubjects. : | | 

That they applied to Count D’Ennery, the Governor of Martinique, 
for aflittance of men and arins to drivé the Engiifh from the ifland ; 
and propofed to him, on their parts, to fet fire to their fettlements. 

That they feized and fold, in the neighbouring French iflands, {e- 
‘ ystal negroe flaves belonging to the planters of St. Vincent; fome of 
whom 








CTI 
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whom were very lately reftored to their owners by order of the French 
Governor. . ? 

That it is not the wifh of your memorialifts, from what hath been 
related, that the Charibbs {hould be otherwife dealt with than in a 
manner entirely becoming humanity. ‘They pray only that his Ma- 
jefty will be gracioufly pleafed to extend his protection to themfelves, 
that as they defire not the deftruction:of others, they be fecured in their 
own lives and properties ; which they humbly conceive can never be 
effected whilft the Charibbs are permitted to remain in their prefent 
lawlefs ftate, and pofleffors of fo confiderable a fhare of the ifland ; 
through which, in a future war, his Majefty’s fubjeéts will at all times 
be expofed to the fudden incurfions of an enemy. 

That your memorialifts believe, from their knowledge of the nature 
and difpofitions of the Charibbs, that if. a force fufficient to reduce 
them was fpeedily to be fent to the ifland, they would acknowledge the 
Sovereignty and Domain of his Majefty ; andithat every neceflary ar- 
rangement might be made with facility, and perhaps without the lofs 
of one life. wt etd 10 ? NES ort, 

That your memorialifts do not apprehend that any other force would 
be requifite to effect this purpofe, than the addition of a regiment to 
the one already in the ifland, with a detachment from that in Antigua; 
and. fuch cther affiftance as may ‘be conveniently given by: the Com- 
mander of his Majefty's fquadron, ftationed in thofe feas.- ~  : . 

That if the above forces arrive in’ St. Vincent fome time in the 
month of April, your memorialifts are perfuaded, that the whole bufi- 
nefs may be compleated before the wet:feafon fets in. 

. Your. memorialifts further reprefent to: your Lordfhip, that the 
ifland of St. Vincent, from the want lof: proper forts and batteries, is 
in fo defencelefs a ftate, that it will, in time of war, be conftantly ex- 
pofed to the attacks of privateers ; from which a number of the ene- 
my may at any time land and deftroy the eftates, without a poffibility of 
any effectual, oppofition being made; and that although orders fhould 
be immediately fent for the'purpofe, yet the difficulty of procuring ar- 
tificers to undertake and build. public works is fe great, that much 
time muft neéceflarily elapfe in carrying them into execution. 

That they apprehend your Lordfhip will think the ifland of St. 
Vincent well worth the!particular attention or; Government, when 
your 
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your Lordthip fhail be pleafed to confider, that in the firft place its own 
refources have, even in its infant ftate, exceeded the expence of its fup- 
port; and in the next, that what your memorialifts now require for 
the defence of the ifland, is lefs than will be the amount of the duty 
upon fugar from it, to be imported this year only into England; af 
though not one fixth part of the land be yet planted with canes: | 
| That although they have purchafed: their lands of the Crown at 
| great prices (the purchafe-money not yet fatisfied) have expended large 
fums of money in the cultivation and fettlement of their eftates ; and 
US although they are obliged to pay a heavy ifland tax, there being no 
lM lefs than fix thoufand’ pounds {terling rarfed in the year 1760, :befides: 
| parochial affeffments for the fupport of incumbents, répairsof churches, 
maintenance of the poor, &c. befides taxes raifed in the towns for their. 
better regulation; and-rather a probability of the country tax increaf- 
ing than diminifhing, as no funds have yet been raifed for erecting caols, 
and other public buildings ; yet as they are defirous to manifeit their 
affectionate duty: to his Majeity, and to thew themflyes in every ina 
ftance deferving of the care and protection of his Government, they 
are fatisñied (unequal as they are at prefent to fuch an additional bur. 
then) to lay the tax of 4 and a half per cent. by a law of their own le. 
gillature, upon the fame eftablithment as itis laid and levied in Barba-’ « 
does, by an aét-of that ifland, in expectation that proper arrangements 
be made to fecuré their properties from) the attacks of an enemy, and: 
their families from the infults and maffacre of favages. That a fam 
not exceeding 20,000]. be granted for putting the ifland in a proper. 
ftate of defence; and that a regiment be ftationed in it. | 4 

All which matters your memorialifts humbly beg leave to offer to. 
your Lordfhips confideration, and to requeft your Lordthips intercef. 
fion with his Majefty on their behalf; and your memorialiits fhall ever 
pray, &c. + 
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(Signed) RICHARD MAITLAND, Agent, 
! THO, HACKSHAW, 
WAT. JENKINS, 
WM. YOUNG,. 
RICHARD OTTLEY, 
ov! :C. P. SHARPE, 
London, 22d Fan. 1770, | WM. FITZHUGH, 
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Depofition of John Quinland. 


St. Vincent. 


EFORE Gilbert Gillock, Efq; one of his Majetty’s Juftices of 

the Peace for faid ifland, perfonally appeared John Quinlard, 
mafter of the floop Ranger, who being duly. fvorn on the Holy Evan- 
gelift of Almighty God, depofeth and fayeth : 

That on the 21ft inftant he departed from the Bay of Kingfton, in 
the faid ifland, to cruize between that and St. Lucia, purfuant to orders 
received from the Prefident of faid ifland; on which ftation he conti- 
nued till the 24th, when he fteer’d for and came to an anchor, about five 
in the morning, in the Bay of Souffriere, at St. Lucia; that on his 
arrival there he fent his boat along the coatft, to fee if there were any In- 
dian canoes in the out-bays, but not finding any, the next day he got 
under fail, and ftood along the fhore of St. Lucia to the Southward; and 
afterwards being two leagues in the channel between that ifland and St. 
Vincent, he difcovered four canoes, which proved Black Charibbs, and 
each canoe to have nineteen or more of thofe people on board; that he 
fired to bring them to, in order to examine them, agreeable to his or- 
ders ; on which they immediately pulled down their fails, and took to 
their paddles, making towards the floop as faft as they could; that the 
floop at that time was becalmed ; and perceiving them in coming up to 
lay hold of fome mufquets, and having but nine men on board, he made 
figns for only one of the canoes to approach at a time; that notwith- 
ftanding they perfifted to come up together, on which he fired into them, 
which they returned, and rowed on with a feeming intention to board 


the veffel ; that foon after this he funk one of the canoes ata diftance, 


and a little time after another, the crews of which took to fwimming 
with cutlafles in their mouths, and made directly towards the floop, 
which they very near reached when he funk the other canoes as they 
came along fide; that they {till perfifted to board, which he prevented 
by oppofing them as they oa he to get up the fides, by deftroy- 
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ing them with bayonets; that by this means he killed moft of them; 
and the wind fpringing up, he left thofe that remained to fhift for 
(ie themfelves. Thedeponent further adds, that their canoes were loaded 
| with kegs, from which he faw them fupply themfelves with cartridges 
to load their arms; and that early in the engagement, he had two men 
killed and one wounded. 





ca 


| 
Signed, | 





se 





Sworn before me this . ARR | | 
29th of Auguft, 1769. He) QUINLAND | 


Signed | 4 
G. HILLOCK. 
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Orders for the Maffers of the armed Veffls. 


V OU are to cruize about the ifland in fuch places as from time to 
time fhall appear to you moft expedient ; and in cafe of your 
meeting with any party of Charibbs, who have been guilty of any 
hoftility in any part of the ifland, or to any of his Majefty’s fubjects, 
you are to do your endeavours to apprehend any fuch Charibbs ; and in 
cafe of their refiftance, or you being able to apprehend them without 
force, you are to take all neceffary meafures for compelling them to 
fubmiffion ; and in cafe of your having intelligence of any fuch party 
of offending Charibbs, you are immediately to purfue them. 

In cafe of your meeting, or feeing at fea, or along the coaft, any 
party of Charibbs, whom you may have caufe to fufpect to be going 
on any ill defign, to any part of the ifland, or fhall meet or fee more 
than two pirogues of Charibbs in company, you fhall apprehend the 
fame ; and in cafe of their refiftance, you are to ufe neceflary means to 
compel them. In cafe you fhall fee or mect any Charibbs at fea, carry- 
ing from the ifland any flaves, or any of them importing into the ifland 
any prohibited commodities, or arms, ammunition, or warlike ftores, 
you are to apprehend them ; and in cafe of refiftance, to ufe neceffary 
means to compel them. . 


Signed, 
HENRY SHARPE, 


Letter 
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Leiter from Letutenant Governor Fitzmaurice, to the Earl 


of À ilfborough. 


Grenada, September 24th, 1769. 
My Lop, | 


° PON repeated information piven to the Prefident of St. Vincent, 

that there was a conftant communication maintained between 
the refractory Charibbs, and the inhabitants of the French ifland of 
st. Lucia; and by whom the former were fupplied with warlike am- 
munition, as wellas other foreign merchandife prohibited, to be imported 
into Britifh colonies, an armed veffel, by the direction of the two branches 
of the legiflature, and the inftruétions of which I inclofe a copy to 
your Lordfhip, were prepared by the Council, and given by the Prefi- 
dent to the Captain; in confequence of which he foon met in the chan- 
nel, between St. Vincent and St. Lucia, four canoes, with a confider- 
able number of armed Charibbs, who not only refifted, but attacked 
and endeavoured to board him. The account of the proceedings is con- 
tained in the depofition of the Captain, which is here inclofed, and of 
which there is no reafon to doubt the truth. What effe& this event may 
produce is not cafy to forefee; but Î have not fince heard of any dil- 
turbance. 

The inhabitants of that colony are however impatient to learn his 
Majefty’s intentions concerning thefe Indians, and are frequently ap- 
prehenfive of fudden attacks from them; the greateft dread feems to be, 
that they will fet fire to the buildings and plantations; the prefence of the 
troops have probably contributed to prevent hitherto fuch attempts. 


have the honour to be, with great refpect, 
My Lord, 


Your Lordthip’s moft obedient 
and moft humble Servant, 


ULYSSES FITZMAURICE. 
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Letter from the Earl of Hillfborough to the Lords of the 
: Admiralty. 


My anes AUS, WHITEHALL, April 16, 1772. 
1 RE King having pire fit to direct Lieutenant General 
Gage to fend a force from North America to the Ifland 
of St. Vincent, in order to reduce the black Charibbs of that 
ifland to a due; fubmiffion to his Majefty’s authority and govern- 
ment, and it being of material confequence to the fuccefs of 
this expedition, that during the operation of the King’s troops, 
all intercourfe fhould be prevented between thofe people and 
the French King’s fubjeéts, in the iflands of Martinico and St. 
Lucca, and that the Charibbs fhould be convinced of the im- 
poflibility of their efcaping to either of thofe iflands. It is hig 
Majefty’s pleafure, that your Lordfhips do give the neceffary 
direCtions to the commander of his Majefty’s fhips upon the Lee- 
ward Ifland ftation, for the effedtuating thefe purpofes,- and that 
he do: give all the affiftance in-his power in the conveyance to, 
and from the different iflands, of the troops which may be ne- 
_ceflary to be fent to St. Vincents, and, in general, in what- 
evér elfe may conduce to the carrying his Majefty’s intentions 

into execution, forthe reduction: of :thefe rebellious favages. 
« And itis alfo his Majefty’s pleafure, that in cafe the. Gover- 
nor of Grenada fhall find it neceflary to remove the Charibbs 
from St. Vincents, the Commander of his Majefty’s fhips do 
appoint a proper convoy for the tranfports that are to convey 
them, to take care, on the one hand, to prevent or reprefs any 
attempts they may make againft the mafters of the tranfports, 
‘and on the other, that they be treated, during their pañage, | 
with all the humanity their fituation will admit of, and when a 

| 

| 

















fet on fhore, that the fupplies intended for them be faithfully 
delivered. 
I am, &c. 


HILLSBOROUGH. 
Lords of the Admiralty. 


S Letter 
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Letter from the Earl of Hillsborough to Lord Vilcount Bar- 
rington, Secretary at War. 


My Lorp, Warrenant, April 16, 1772. 


osu King having thought fit, upon the reprefentations that 
have been made to his Majefty, of the danger to which 
the ifland of St. Vincent is expofed, from the hoftile and re= 
bellious difpofition of the Charibbs, to fignify his commands, 
that a military force fhould be employed, to reduce them to a 
fubmiffion to his Majefty’s government, and that fuch military 
force fhould confift of fuch part of the troops now ftationed in 
the Ceded Iflands, as can be fparéd from other neceflary duties, 
‘and two regiments be fent from North America, and that they 
fhould, if required by Governor Leyborne, be joined by the 
regiment in the Leeward Iflands; I have accordingly fignified 
his Majefty’s commands for that purpofe to Lieutenant General 
Gage, to Governor Leyborne, to Sir William Young, and to 
Sir Ralph Payne, and I am to acquaint your Lordfhip, that it 
is his Majefty’s pleafure, that you do give fach “directions in 
confequence thereof, as belong to your Lordthip’s department. 


Tam, &c. 


| cit HILLSBOROUGH. 
Lord Vifcount Barringtons 


Letter 
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Letter from the Earl of Hillfborough fo Governor Leyborne. 


Separate and Secret. 


SIR, © Warrenatt, April 18, 1772. 


CINCE my Letter to you of the 4th of March laft, your dif- 
patch, No. 3, and the addrefs of the Council and Affembly 
-of St. Vincent, concerning the Charibbs, have been made the 
fabject matter of the ferious deliberations of his Majefty's con- 
‘ fidential fervants. . 

The reprefentations contained in that addrefs, and ina Letter 
Ærom the Commiffioners for the Sale of Lands to the Lords of 
the Treafury, of the danger to which the Ifland is expofed, 
from the hoftile difpofition of the Charibbs, and the declarations 
they have made, that they not only will never fubmit themfelves 
cas fubjects to, his Majefty, but on, the contrary, of their at- 
‘tachment to the crown of France, have induced the King, 
upon the opinion of his Majefty’s fervants, to refolve to take 
effeGtual meafures for the reduction of them, as the only means 
of giving fecurity to the fettlements of ‘his Majefty’s fubjects 
{in-that.Ifland. do": 

_ It is hoped, that thetroops now difperfed in the feveral iflands 
under your Government, and in Dominica, when fo many of 
themas can be fpared from other neceflary duty, are collected 
together, and joined by two battalions from North America, 
will be a force fufficient for this fervice; and I have accordingly 
fignified his Majefty’s commands to general Gage, that he do, 
as foon as poflible, fend two. battalions of the troops under his 
command to the ifland of St. Vincent; and I have alfo figni- 
fied his Majefty’s pleafure to Sir Ralph Payne, that in cafe, 
from any unhappy, though unexpected event, you fhould find 
it neceflary to call for. afliftance from his Government, he do 
immediately fend you the whole, or fuch part of the regiment 
ftationed in the Leeward Iflands, as you fhall require. 











Befides le 





























; [ 72 J 

Befides the land forces to be employed.upon this occafion, it 
has alfo been thought expedient, that the commander of his 
Majefty’s naval force on the Leewerd Ifland ftation, fhould give 
every affiftance in his power; and I have fignified his Majefty’s 
pleafure to the Lords of the Admiralty, that they do inftruct 
him accordingly. 

It is the King’s pleafure, that this fervice fhould be carried on 
under your direction, affifted by a Council, to be compofed of 
the Governor of Dominica, the Commanders in Chief of the 
Land and Sea Forces, and the Lieutenant Governor and Coun- 
cil of St. Vincent, or fuch of them as fhall be prefent on the 
Ifland ; and as the troops will arrive at a feafon whenit is much 
to be wifhed they fhould ftay as fhort a timé as pofñble, I am to 
fignify to you his Majefty’s commands, that you-do, as foon as 
you conveniently can, repair to the Ifland.of St. Vincent, in or- 
der to concert, in the manner above-mentioned, the fteps it 
may be proper to take for carrying his Majetty’ s intentions ‘into 
execution, and to make fuch preparations as may tend to forward. 
‘and facilitate your operations; when the rer are collected to- 
gether. ; 

What thofe fteps fhould be depends upon a variety of cir- 
cumftances, impoflible to be known or decided upon here, ‘and 
therefore you muft, in that refpect, be left to your own judg- 
ment and difcretion. The King however hopes, that thé Cha 
ribbs, when the refolution of government to fubdue them is 
known, and they fee the force prepared for that purpofe, will 
judge differently of their fituation, and by a full fubmiffion, 


‘avoid both to themfelves,and to his Majefty’s troops,the difagree- 


able confequences of ufing that force; and it will be your care 
to endeavour, by every means in your power, to bring if pof- 
fible this important bufinefs to that iffue, and to “dde b the 


“Charibbs to fubmit themfelves to his Majefty’s government, to 
difavow all attachment to the French, to be content with fuch 
‘a portion of the ifland as fhall be thought proper ta be allotted 
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to them, and to confent to fuch conditions of peace and amity 
as fhall be judged neceflary for fecuring their fidelity, and ren-' 
dering them ufeful fubjects inftead of dangerous enemies. But 
if neither perfuafion nor intreaty (hall have the confequence to. 
produce thefe effects, you will then, andin that cafe only, have”, 
recourfe to force, avoiding however, even under that exigence, 
as much as poffible any unneceffary feverities, that may have 
the appearance of cruelty or oppreffion. 

You will perceive, from what I have already faid, that in 
whatever mode the fubmiiflion ofthe Charibbs is obtained, whe- 
ther by force or lenity, the defirable object is to continue them 
on the Ifland, under conditions that may be a fufficient pledge of 
fafety, and with an allotment of fuch a portion of the Ifland 
as fhall be judged neceflary. 

It is under thefe hopesthat I am commanded to recommend 
to your confideration the conditions fettled with the rebellious 
negroes in Jamaica, upon their reduction in 1738, and to fend 
you the inclofed copy of the treaty made with them, which, 
allowing for difference of circumftances, may poflibly furnith 

ou with fome ufeful hints. 

After what I have faid, it is with great reluctance that I look 
forward to the confideration of what may be fit to be done, if 
neither lenity nor force fhall have the effect to induce fuch a 
fubmiffion of thefe favages as may confift with public fafety : 
Itis however an unavoidable confideration, and it is his Ma- 
jefty’s pleafure, in confequence of a reprefentation of feveral of 
the principal planters in St. Vincent (a copy of which I en- 
clofe) that if neceflity demand-the: removal of the Charibbs, 
youdo take up fach veffels as can, be procured, to ferve as tranf= 
ports for the conveyance of them to fome unfrequented part of 
the-coaft of Africa, or to fome defert ifland adjacent thereto, 
care being taken that they be treated upon the voyage with eyery 
degree of humanity their fituation will admit of ; and that when 
puton fhore, they be fupplied with provifions, and whatfoever 

may 
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may be judged neceffary to fubfift them for a reafonable time, 
and with fuch tools and implements as may enable them to pro- 
vide for their future fubfñftence, And for the more certain ex- 
ecution of this fervice, I have fignified his Majefty’s pleafure to 
the Lords of the Admiralty, that they do inftru& the Comman- 
der upon the Leeward Ifland fation, to appoint a proper con- 
voy for the tranfports, in cafe the meafure for the removal 
fhall be adopted. ; 

You will obferve, Sir, that I have marked this Letter as fe- 
porate and fecret, and I am perfuaded you will agree with mein 
opinion, of the propriety of avoiding, as much as poffible, any 
difcovery of our intentions, left thofe infatuated favages fhouid 
become defperate, and commit fome fatal a€ts of hoftility be=- . 
fore the arrival of the troops. 

The King has been pleafed to attend to this danger, and has 
commanded me to fignify his Majefty’s pleafure to the Governor 
of Dominica, to fend at leaft three of the four companies, now! 
ftationed in that Ifland, to the Ifland: of St. Vincent, without 
lofs of time ; and his Majefty hopes, that this additional ftrength 
will enable you, at all events, to ftand upon the defenfive. 

My Letter to General Gage, a Copy of which I inclo& to 
you, will inform you, that it is his Majefty’s intention, that the 
two regiments to be fent from North America, fhould return as: 
foon as the fervice is completed, and I am to fignify to you his 
Majefty’s pleafure, that you do give the neceffary directions ac= 
cordingly. | 


I am, &c. 
HILLSBOROU GH. 


Letter 
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Letter from the Earl of Hillfborough 10 Lieutenant General Gage. 


§ IR, WHiTEHALL, April 18, 1772. 

THE inclofed Copy of a reprefentation from the.ifland of 
“| St. Vincent, and of a Letter to the Treafury from the 
Commiflioners, for the fale of lands, will inform you of the 
danger to which that ifland, is expofed, from the Charibbs, and 
the inclofed Copy, of my. Letter to Governor, Leyborne. will in- 
form. you of the meafures his Majefty has thought fit to.adopt 
in confequence thereof, and I am to fignify to you his Majeñy's 
pleafure, that you do, as foon,as may be, fend to St. Vincent’s, 
two.complete regiments-of'the troops under. your command, 
leaving it entirely to you: to,name fuch corps.as you think pro- 
per, with an exception only to the Royal American regiment. 

As the fuccefs of this very: important fervice will depend in a 
great meafure upon the difcretion and ability of the officer who 
will have from ‘feniority the command of the whole force to be 
employed, you will of courfe, inthe choice of the regiments 
you. are. to fend, have attention to this circumftance. My 
Letter to Governor Leyborne is fo full and explicit with regard 
to his Majefty’s wifhes and intentions refpecting this fervice, as 
to make it unneceflary for me to add any thing more. to this. 
feparate difpatch, than to. recommend to you, that the regi- 
ments to be fent to St. Vincent’s be fupplied with every thing 
you fhall think the nature of the fervice may require, and may 
contribute to their comfort and convenience in fo unhealthy a 
climate. 

It is his Majefty’s intention, that. thefe regiments: fhould re- 
turn to North America fo foon asthe fervice is compleated, and 
therefore you will take care that the contracts for the tranfports 
be made accordingly.’ 


I am, &c. 


HILLSBOROUGH. 


Lieutenant General Gage, Letter 
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Letter from the Earl of Hifborough to Governor Leyborne. 





SEAR; WHITEHALL, May 6, 1772. 


NCLOSED I fend you a duplicate of my feparate and fe- 
L cret difpatch of the 18th of laft month, refpecting the | | 
meafures to be taken with regard to the Black Charibbs in St, | 
Vincent’s, and I mention them now with this diftinétion, which 
I obferve is not made in my laft Letter, in order that you may 
be apprized, that it is not his Majefty’s intention that the di- 
rections, contained in that Letter, fhould be confidered as ap 
plicable to the Yellow Charibbs, who have, upon all occafions, 
behaved themfelves fubmiflively to Government, and from whom | 
I conceive the inhabitants have nothing to apprehend. 








laamonéé. “ | 


HILLSBOROUGH, 








Letter, from, Governor. Leyborne to the Earl, of Hillfborough, 
dated at St. Vincent, Augufl 25, 1772, : 








My Lorp, | rhs | 


y Am waiting with the greateft impatience forithe arrival of 

J the troops from America, as we are now ready to begin our 

expedition againft the Charibbs, and the:weather is uncommon- 

ly fine for this feafon of the year. I do not find there is any 
preparation made by thefe people for their defence, and I can- 
not but think they will fubmit, though their declarations are 
otherwife. I mean to iffue a proclamation as foon as the troops 
arrive, prior to the commencement of hottilities; but I have 
little 
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little expectation that any good will accrue from it; nothing 
will convince them, that his Majefty has given orders for their 
reduction, .but the marching of the troops. Iam afraid fome 
of our countrymen, that were purchafers of the lands, and the 
French that live among them, have poffeffed the Charibbs with 
ideas, that this meafure is adopted by the King’s Governor, 
and the Commiflioners for the fales of lands, for their own pri- 
vate advantage, without any orders from his Majefty, as this 
opinion feems to prevail very generally among them. 

Some days ago I difpatched the Government Sloop round the 
windward part of this Ifland, and ordered Captain Gordon, 
Chief Engineer, with the Chief Surveyor, to embark on board 
of her, in order to difcover, if poffible, fome convenient Blast 
where fhips might anchor, and that or and artillery might 
land; they are not yet returned from this furvey, but I have this: 
moment received a letter from Captain Gordon, an extract of 
which I have the honour to tranfmit to your Lordthip, by which 
it appears, there is'a hoftile difpofition in. thefe Savages, and a 
refolution to oppofe our landing. I gave orders by no means to 
moleft them, and not to ufe force, but in their own defence, 
Upon Captain Gordon’s getting from under the fire of the Cha- 
ribbs, they hoifted French colours, and gave three cheers. 


I have the Honour to be, &c. 


W.L. LEYBORNE. 


- U Letter 
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Extraë of a Letter from Henry Gordon, E/g; Chief Engineer, te 
Governor Leyborne, dated on Board the Skop Portia, off Ra- 
goacka, Auguft 21, 1772: 


Think it neceflary to inform your Excellency, that the vef- 
fel, by the currents going to the weftward, have not been 
able to get fo high as point Efpagnol until this morning. Yefter- 
day we went a-head in the boat, and viewed that Point and the 
bay to the weftward of it; this we found a tolerable anchoring- 
place, and on the Point a favourable fituation for any work. 
This morning, being {till little wind, we proceeded in the 
boat as high as Rawacka, which has a good fandy beech to land 
on. There are feveral Indian houfes on the {mall plain, between 
the bank over the beech, and the high grounds, which are near 
half a mile diftant, and this ground is well cultivated. When 
we got before thefe houfes, we {aw the Indians running about, 
armed each witha gun and cutlafs. I ordered the boat to ftop 
at the fouth-eaft end of the bay, where we were in the reach 


‘of three Indians, to afk them if we fhould come on fhore, 


which they refufed to allow of. We then rowed on {till pretty 
nigh the fhore near fome rocks, and a {mall rifing ground, where 
we difcovered a confiderable groupe of favages, who all gavea 
fquall when we came in view,, and immediately began to fire at 
the boat, fome from the bufhes, and others from behind the 
rocks. We pufhed the boat from under their fire, without 
any of us being hurt. 

This mark of the Indians bad difpofition, will caufe us to: 
keep a little further from the fhore, and nigher the veffels, and: 
occafion fome greater delay in our proceeding. 


Letter 
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Letter from Lord Barrington fo Governor Leyborne. 


S.I.R, War Orrice, Sept. 8, 1772. 


- Have the honour to fignify to you the King’s pleafure, that 
in cafe the regiment which relieves the thirty-fecond regi- 
ment of foot in the Ifland of St. Vincent, under your com- 
mand, fhould on their arrival be incomplete, and require any 
men to be turned over from the faid regiment, you do give the 
neceffary orders on this head, abe ah to the i RER fection 


of the Mutiny bill. 
Inclofed I fend yowone of the acts for the prefent year, for 


your further information. 
1 have the Honour to be, 


Sir, OCs 


BARRINGTON. 


Governor Leyborne at Grenada. 


Letter 
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Letter from Lord Barrington to Lieutenant-Colonel Dalrymple, 
, of the Fourteenth Regiment of Foot. 





S AR War OFFIcE, 29 Sept. 1772. 


i] Have the honour to fend you herewith, by the King’s order, 
a Letter of fervice, in confequence of which you will take 
rank, and be. paid,as Major General, during the continuance of 
your command againft the, Charibbs. | x Sys: 

Finding by a Letter from General Gage, that the fourteenth 
and thirty-firft regiments were provided with camp neceffaries, 
it has been thought expedient to give them likewife to the fixth 
regiment, which is going to relieve the thirty-fecond. I fhalt 
likewife fend configned to you, by the tranfports which carry 
that corps, camp: neceffaries: fufficient for two regiments, and 
which were originally intended immediately for North America, 
to be in ftore there againft any future occafion, when they 
might be wanted. You will make ufe of them, if they fhall 
be neceflary for any of the éther*troops under your command ; 
but it is the King’s pleafure, that after the war with the Charibbs 
is over, thefe camp neceflaries fhall be carefully packed, and fent 
to General Gage; if ‘they fhall not be wanted at St. Vincent, 
you will then fend them unopened to his Excellency by the firft 
convenient opportunity. 

: Fhave the Honour to be, 
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Sir, +006. 


BARRINGTON, 





October 2d 
P. S. The tranfports taken up for the conveyance of the fixth 
regiment, not being able to take on board the tents and camp 
neceffiries above-mentioned, it has been judged proper to fend 
out a veffel for this purpofe, which will follow the regiment 
to St. Vincent’s without delay. 





Lieutenant Colonel Dalrymple of 
the 6th regiment of Foot. T p44 
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Letter from Lord Barrington to the Earl of Rochfort. 


My Lorp, | War Orrice, Sept. 30, 1772. 


W O hundred tents being wanted for the ufe of the forces 
-employed at St. Vincent’s, againft the Charibbs, I have 
pe honour to acquaint your Lordfhip therewith, that you may 


_be pleafed to receive his Majefty’s commands thereupon, and 


fignify the fame to the Lieutenant General of the Ordnance, 


that the faid tents. may be delivered accordingly out of his Ma- 
jefty’s ftores, for the ufe of the faid forces, and the expence 
thereof charged to the eftimate of Ordnance for Parliament. 


I‘have the Honour to be, 


My Lord, &c. 


| BARRINGTON, 
Earl of Rochford, &e, &c. 


x | ig Letter 



























































a vc en § r Maps 
ox Met ee ME HN ee mtn sae 
ee TNR BS Er L = 


[ 82] 


Letter from Mr. Chamier to the Commanding Officer of the 
6th Regiment. 


§ IR, | War Orrice, Oëtober 1, 1772. 


Le: the abfence of the Secretary at War, who is gone into 
the country for a few days, I have the honour to fignify to 
you his Majefty’s pleafure, that the Sixth Regiment of Foot, 
under your command, do embark on board the veflels provided 
to carry them to St. Vincent, agreeable to their former orders, 
without waiting for the camp neceflaries, &c. mentioned in 
the Secretary at War’s Letter of the twenty-fixth of laft month, 
it being intended to fend the camp neceflaries, and fome tents. 
for the ufe of the forces at St. Vincent's, by another con= 
veyance. 

Inclofed I have the honour to fend you, by this opportunity, 
his Majefty’s order for recruiting the Regiment in North Ame= 
rica, if occafion fhall require. 


I have the Honour to be, &c. 


ANT. CHAMIER. 


Officer commanding the Sixth Regi- 
ment of Foot, at Plymouth. 


Letter 
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Mr, Chamier’s Lefter zo Joha Trotter, Efq. 
SIR, War Orrice, Oober 13, 1772. 
T WO hundred compleat fets of bedding being wanted 
for the fervice of the Hofpital at St. Vincent's, Tam, in 
the abfence of the Secretary at War, to defire you will 


Provide the faid bedding, which is immediately to be thipped 
and fent to that Ifland. 


Zam, Sir, &c, 


ANT. CHAMIER, 


John Trotter, Efq. 
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